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THIRD REICH

By William P. Litynski

CORPORATE “INVESTMENT” IN THE THIRD REICH

I.G. Farben corporate executives relied on German, Austrian, Polish, and Czech prisoners of Jewish descent for “cheap labor” (slave labor) at
the infamous Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp in Poland. The gas chambers at Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp served as I.G.
Farben’s “sweat shop” for disabled workers. (“Arbeit Macht Frei” is a German phrase for “Work will make you free.”)

Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration Camp in Poland

Corporate Sponsors of the Third Reich

The logos of Friedrich Krupp AG Hoesch-Krupp (left), the largest German arms manufacturing company and Hamburg-Amerika Line (right,
also known as Hapag and later Hapag-Lloyd), the largest German shipping company and cruise liner.

The logos of Daimler-Benz AG (left, established in 1926) and Bayerische Motoren Werke AG (BMW) (right, established in 1916), two of
Germany’s major automotive manufacturing company that produced aircraft parts, engines, and other spare parts for the Nazi German regime
during World War II.

Partner of Brown Brothers Harriman & Co. banking firm (left) in New York City before and during World War II included Prescott S. Bush
(former U.S. Senator), W. Averell Harriman (former U.S. Ambassador to the Soviet Union), and Robert A. Lovett (former U.S. Secretary of
Defense). Owen D. Young was the Deputy Chairman of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York in 1929 when the Young Plan was
implemented; the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit ruled in 1982 that the Federal Reserve System is a private bank, not a
government agency.

J.P. Morgan & Co. banking partners Thomas W. Lamont and J.P. Morgan Jr. contributed financially to the rise of the Third Reich through
multiple loans. Ford Motor Co. founder Henry Ford was a staunch supporter of Adolf Hitler, the Nazi Party, and the Third Reich.

The logos of International Business Machines (left, also known as IBM) and I.G. Farben chemical cartel (right). IBM President Thomas J.
Watson met with Adolf Hitler before World War II; the IBM logo above was used from 1924 to 1946.

Adolf Hitler appears on the front cover of the December 21, 1931 edition (left) and March 13, 1933 edition (right) of Time magazine. The
Reichstag Fire in Berlin occurred on February 27, 1933.

Adolf Hitler (Left: April 13, 1936 edition; Right: April 14, 1941 edition)

Left: Heinrich Himmler (April 24, 1939 edition); Right: Joseph Goebbels (July 10, 1933 edition)

Left: Admiral Karl Doenitz (February 2, 1942 edition); Right: Reinhard Heydrich (February 23, 1942 edition)

I.G. Farben: Military-Industrial Complex of the Third Reich

John McCloy, the U.S. High Commissioner to Germany, once used the old I.G. Farben headquarter (above) in Frankfurt, Germany as the
primary headquarters for the American occupation forces in Germany. The I.G. Farben headquarter was not bombed by the Allied forces
during World War II. The I.G. Farben corporation was a chemical cartel that produced Zyklon B pesticide that was used in concentration
camps during World War II.

The Zyklon B pesticide used in the gas chambers at Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp in occupied Poland was produced by I.G.
Farben. I.G. Farben was established in 1925, two years after the German Hyperinflation of 1923 and the establishment of the Dawes Plan.

General George S. Patton, General Dwight Eisenhower, and the U.S. Army look at a pile of corpses inside Ohrdruf concentration camp in
Gotha, Germany on April 12, 1945. An estimated six million Jews as well as millions of people of various nationalities, including Germans,
Poles, Hungarians, French, Russians, and Dutch, died in various concentration camps at the hands of I.G. Farben chemical cartel, Reichsbank
(Germany’s central bank), the National Socialist German Workers’ Party, and the Gestapo-Schutstaffel death squads. Max Warburg served as
a director of I.G. Farben; Max Warburg was a Jewish banker from Hamburg, Germany who served as the head of M.M. Warburg & Co. Max
Warburg’s brother Paul Warburg was the founder of the Federal Reserve. (National Archives)

“On the eve of World War II the German chemical complex of I.G. Farben was the largest chemical manufacturing enterprise in
the world, with extraordinary political and economic power and influence within the Hitlerian Nazi state. I. G. has been aptly
described as "a state within a state." The Farben cartel dated from 1925, when organizing genius Hermann Schmitz (with Wall
Street financial assistance) created the super-giant chemical enterprise out of six already giant German chemical companies —
Badische Anilin, Bayer, Agfa, Hoechst, Weiler-ter-Meer, and Griesheim-Elektron. These companies were merged to become
Internationale Gesellschaft Farbenindustrie A.G. — or I.G. Farben for short. Twenty years later the same Hermann Schmitz was
put on trial at Nuremberg for war crimes committed by the I. G. cartel. Other I. G. Farben directors were placed on trial but the
American affiliates of I. G. Farben and the American directors of I. G. itself were quietly forgotten; the truth was buried in the
archives. It is these U.S. connections in Wall Street that concern us. Without the capital supplied by Wall Street, there would
have been no I. G. Farben in the first place and almost certainly no Adolf Hitler and World War II. German bankers on the
Farben Aufsichsrat (the supervisory Board of Directors) in the late 1920s included the Hamburg banker Max Warburg, whose
brother Paul Warburg was a founder of the Federal Reserve System in the United States. Not coincidentally, Paul Warburg was
also on the board of American I. G., Farben's wholly owned U.S. subsidiary. In addition to Max Warburg and Hermann Schmitz,
the guiding hand in the creation of the Farben empire, the early Farben Vorstand included Carl Bosch, Fritz ter Meer, Kurt
Oppenheim and George von Schnitzler. All except Max Warburg were charged as “war criminals” after World War II.”
– Antony C. Sutton, Wall Street and the Rise of Hitler, Chapter 2 (The Empire of I.G. Farben)

Photos of I.G. Farben executives who were tried in Nuremberg after World War II

Directors of I.G. Farben (left to right): Arthur von Weinberg, Carl von Weinberg, Max Warburg, and Carl Bosch. Arthur von Weinberg and his
brother Carl von Weinberg were forced to resign from I.G. Farben in 1938 due to their Jewish ancestry. Max Warburg was a Jewish banker in
Hamburg who owned and operated M.M. Warburg & Co. Max Warburg’s brother Paul Warburg was the Vice Chairman of the Federal Reserve
during World War I.

Left to right: Krauch, Schmitz, Ilgner, Schnitzler, Gajewski, Gattineau und von der Heyde at the Nuremberg trials.
(Source: The Crime and Punishment of I.G. Farben: The startling account of the unholy alliance of Adolf Hitler and Germany’s
great chemical combine by Joseph Borkin) http://www.bufata-chemie.de/reader/ig_farben/0503.html

Carl Krauch, the Nazi plenipotentiary for chemical production, listens to his sentencing verdict at the Nuremberg trials.
(Source: The Crime and Punishment of I.G. Farben: The startling account of the unholy alliance of Adolf Hitler and Germany’s
great chemical combine by Joseph Borkin) http://www.bufata-chemie.de/reader/ig_farben/0503.html

A “world map of I.G. Farben” is on display in a courtroom in Nuremberg, Germany during the I.G. Farben war crimes trial in
September 1947. (Photo: Tony Linck/Time Life)

A photo of the I.G. Farben Building in Frankfurt am Main taken in 1959 or 1960. The I.G. Farben Building served as the headquarters of the
U.S. Army Fifth Corps and an outpost for the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) during the Cold War. The I.G. Farben Building served as the
headquarters for John McCloy and his staff when John McCloy was the High Commissioner for Occupied Germany (HICOG). The I.G. Farben
was initially the site of the Supreme Headquarters of the Allied European Forces as well as the headquarters for the American occupation
forces and Military Governor of the U.S. [American] Occupation Zone in Germany after World War II.

The I.G. Farben Trial in Nuremberg in 1947-1948, during examination of former I.G. Farben executive Carl Krauch.
(Photo: National Archives, Washington, D.C.)

Adolf Hitler & Baku Oil Fields

Baku oil fields near Baku, Soviet Union (present-day Azerbaijan)

“It is a question of the possession of Baku. Unless we get the Baku oil, the war is lost.”
– Adolf Hitler, 1942

During World War II, Hitler was set on capturing the Baku oil fields to fuel his own efforts of the war. At that time Baku’s oil
was providing almost the entire supply of fuel for the Soviet resistance. Hitler’s plan was to attack Baku on September 25, 1942.
Anticipating the upcoming victory, his generals presented him a cake of the region – Baku and the Caspian Sea. Delighted,
Hitler took the choice piece for himself – Baku. The attack never occurred and German forces were defeated before they could
reach Baku. (Photo from a documentary film)

The city of Baku is located next to the Caspian Sea, near the eastern side of the Caucasus Mountains.

A map of Azerbaijan, Armenia, and Georgia

“In 1923 there were 1,500 cartels, according to the Federation of German Industrialists. They were, as we have seen, given a
special legal status and a special court the following year. By the time of the financial collapse of 1931 there were 2,500 cartels,
and monopoly capitalism had grown to such an extent that it was prepared to take over complete control of the German
economic system. As the banks fell under government control, private control of the economic system was assured by releasing
it from its subservience to the banks. This was achieved by legislation such as that curtailing interlocking directorates and the
new corporation law of 1937, but above all by the economic fact that the growth of large enterprises and of cartels had put
industry in a position where it was able to finance itself without seeking help from the banks. This new privately managed
monopoly capitalism was organized in an intricate hierarchy whose details could be unraveled only by a lifetime of study. The
size of enterprises had grown so big that in most fields a relatively small number were able to dominate the field. In addition,
there was a very considerable amount of interlocking directorates and ownership by one corporation of the capital stock of
another. Finally, cartels working between corporations fixed prices, markets, and output quotas for all important industrial
products. An example of this—not by any means the worst—could be found in the German coal industry in 1937. There were
260 mining companies. Of the total output, 21 companies had 90 percent, 5 had 50 percent, and 1 had 14 percent. These mines
were organized into five cartels of which 1 controlled 81 percent of the output, and 2 controlled 94 percent. And finally, most
coal mines (69 percent of total output) were owned subsidiaries of other corporations which used coal, producers either of metals
(54 percent of total coal output) or of chemicals (10 percent of total output). Similar concentration existed in most other lines of
economic activity. In ferrous metals in 1929, 3 firms out of 26 accounted for 68.8 percent of all German pig-iron production; 4
out of 49 produced 68.3 percent of all crude steel; 3 out of 59 produced 55.8 percent of all rolling mill products. In 1943, one
firm (United Steel Works) produced 40 percent of all German steel production, while 12 firms produced over 90 percent.
Competition could never exist with concentration as complete as this, but in addition the steel industry was organized into a
series of steel cartels (one for each product). These cartels, which began about 1890, by 1930 had control of 100 percent of the
German output of ferrous metal products. Member firm had achieved this figure by buying up the nonmembers in the years
before 1930. These cartels managed prices, production, and markets within Germany, enforcing their decisions by means of
fines or boycotts. They were also members of the International Steel Cartel, modeled on Germany’s steel cartel and dominated
by it. The International Cartel controlled two-fifths of the world's steel production and five-sixths of the total foreign trade in
steel. The ownership of iron and steel enterprises in Germany is obscure but obviously highly concentrated. In 1932, Friedrich
Flick had majority ownership of Gelsen-Kirchner Bergwerke, which had majority control of the United Steel Works. He sold his
control to the German government for 167 percent of its value by threatening to sell it to a French firm. After Hitler came into
power, this ownership by the government was “re-privatized” so that government ownership was reduced to 25 percent. Four
other groups had 41 percent among them, and these were closely interwoven. Flick remained as director of United Steel Works
and was chairman of the boards of four other great steel combines. In addition, he was director or chairman of the boards in six
iron and coal mines, as well as of numerous other important enterprises. It is very likely that the steel industry of Germany in
1937 was controlled by no more than five men of whom Flick was the most important. These examples of the growth of
monopoly capitalism in Germany are merely picked at random and are by no means exceptional. Another famous example can
be found in the growth of I. G. Farbenindustrie, the German chemical organization. This was formed in 1904 of three
chief firms, and grew steadily until after its last reorganization in 1926 it controlled about two-thirds of Germany's
output of chemicals. It spread into every branch of industry, concentrating chiefly on dyes (in which it had 100 percent
monopoly), drugs, plastics, explosives, and light metals. It had been said that Germany could not have fought either of the world
wars without I. G. Farben. In the first war, by the Haber process for extracting nitrogen from the air, it provided supplies of
explosives and fertilizers when the natural sources in Chile were cut off. In the second war, it provided numerous absolute
necessities, of which artificial rubber and synthetic motor fuels were the most important. This company by the Second World
War was the largest enterprise in Germany. It had over 2,332.8 million reichsmarks in assets and 1,165 million in capitalization
in 1942. It had about 100 important subsidiaries in Germany, and employed 350,000 persons in those in which it was directly
concerned. It had interests in about 700 corporations outside Germany and had entered into over 500 restrictive agreements with
foreign concerns.” – Tragedy and Hope by Carroll Quigley, p. 510-512

Reichsbank: Central Bank of the Third Reich

The Reichsbank in Berlin in 1933. The Reichsbank was Germany’s central bank from 1876 to 1945.

A Weimar Republic German Reichsbanknote dated 23 July 1923 with a face value of 2,000,000 Marks.
(Source: http://www.snyderstreasures.com/pages/germancurrency.htm)

Reichsbank bankers meet in Germany in 1934. From left to right: Hjalmar Schacht (President of the Reichsbank),
Herr Plessing, Dr. Emil Puhl (Vice President of the Reichsbank), and Herr von Wedel

A Weimar Republic German Reichsbanknote dated 22 August 1923 with a face value of 100,000,000 Marks.
(Source: http://www.snyderstreasures.com/pages/germancurrency.htm)

Germany’s “chancellor” Adolf Hitler walks with Hjalmar Schacht, the President of the Reichsbank, on May 5, 1934.
(Photo: http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_image.cfm?image_id=1964&language=german)

CITIZENSHIP INQUIRY 'INSULTING' TO HITLER; Tells Weimar Court He
Refused Status From Bruening's Regime -- Missile Hits His Train.
WEIMAR, Germany, March 15 (AP). -- Adolf Hitler, Fascist rival of President von Hindenburg for leadership of
Germany, appeared as a witness today at an official hearing involving his citizenship and said that he tools the
inquiry as a personal insult. (Source: March 16, 1932 edition of The New York Times)

A group of German workers salute Nazi Germany’s dictator Adolf Hitler (center) and Reichsbank president Hjalmar Schacht
(right) during a parade in Germany in 1935. (Photo: Time Life)

This is a German Reichsbanknote dated 1 August 1942 with a face value of 5 Marks. Note the appearance of the swastika on the
DRB seal of the note and the significantly higher quality printing and paper used.
(Source: http://www.snyderstreasures.com/pages/germancurrency.htm)

A German Military (Wehrmacht) Script note dated 15 September 1944 with a face value of 5 Marks.
(Source: http://www.snyderstreasures.com/pages/germancurrency.htm)

A portrait of Hjalmar Horace Greeley Schacht, President of the Reichsbank (Germany’s central bank), in 1931. Hjalmar
Schacht was the President of the Reichsbank from 1923 to 1930 and again from 1933 to 1939.
(Photo: German Federal Archives)

Among the chaos of the collapse of Hitler’s empire in April 1945 the biggest heist in history took place. Gold bars, jewels and stolen foreign
currency with an estimated worth of $3.34 billion vanished from the Reichsbank vaults in Germany.
http://thehistorypages.aimoo.com/category/HITLER-S-GOLD-1-634964.html

Hitler’s loot in an underground bunker in 1945. (Photo: National Archives)
http://thehistorypages.aimoo.com/category/HITLER-S-GOLD-1-634964.html

The three men who were acquitted of war crimes by the Military Tribunal which sentenced some of their former comrades to prison and some
to the gallows, appear very much at ease as they are interviewed by newsmen the day after the verdicts were announced on October 4, 1946.
Left to right: Franz Von Papen, Nazi German diplomat; Dr. Hjalmar Schacht, financier and former President of the Reichsbank, and Hans
Fritzsche, former Nazi propaganda chief. But all was not so serene. A cordon of 100 German policemen surrounded the Nuremberg jail on
early October 3, 1946 to re-arrest the three “tramps”. (© Bettmann/CORBIS)

Left: Hjalmar Schacht, the President of the Reichsbank, poses for a portrait. (Photo: Library of Congress)
Right: Walther Funk (right), the President of the Reichsbank from 1939 to 1945 and Reichsminister of Economics from 1938 to 1945, chats
with Hermann Goering in January 1940. (Hulton Archives/Getty Images)

Corporate Executives, International Bankers, &
The Military-Industrial Complex:
The Rise of National Socialism in Germany

Hjalmar Horace Greeley Schacht (left), the President of the Reichsbank, stands next to Owen D. Young (center), the Deputy
Chairman of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, in March 1930. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, a member of the Democratic Party and a Harvard graduate, shakes hands with Hjalmar
Horace Greeley Schacht, the President of the Reichsbank, at the White House in Washington, D.C., U.S.A. on May 6, 1933. Franklin
Delano Roosevelt was the grandson of Warren Delano, a partner of opium trading syndicate Russell & Company. Hjalmar
Horace Greeley Schacht was tried in Nuremberg for war crimes after World War II.

International bankers that influenced the German economy, society, and politics before and during World War II, from left to right: Thomas H.
McKittrick (President of the Bank for International Settlements), Hjalmar Schacht (President of the Reichsbank), Montagu C. Norman
(Governor of the Bank of England), Thomas W. Lamont (Partner of J.P. Morgan & Co.), Paul Warburg (co-founder of the Federal Reserve),
and Max Warburg (head of M.M. Warburg in Hamburg, Germany).

Members of the Reparations Commission appear together at the Paris Peace Conference in 1919. Seated from left to right: Herbert Hoover,
Gen. Tasker Bliss, W. S. Benson, Bernard Baruch, and Henry M. Robinson. Standing from left to right: Thomas W. Lamont (Partner of J.P.
Morgan & Co.), Whitney H. Shepardson, Norman H. Davis, Edward M. House, Gordon Auchincloss, and Vance McCormick. Everyone in this
photo except for Bernard Baruch and W. S. Benson were members of the Council on Foreign Relations.

Heads of state appear at the Paris Peace Conference of 1919 in Versailles, France. From left to right: Italy’s Prime Minister Vittorio Orlando,
British Prime Minister David Lloyd George, French President Georges Clemenceau, and America’s President Woodrow Wilson. The “Allies” of
World War I demanded that Germany pay huge reparations payment to France following the end of World War I. (Bettmann/CORBIS)

German delegates in France are escorted to the Western front in France to sign the armistice on November 11, 1918. Matthias Erzberger
(center) served as the German Minister of Finance from 1919 to 1920. Erzberger was assassinated in Germany on August 26, 1921.

The German delegation meets privately at the Paris Peace Conference at Versailles Palace in 1919. From left to right: Prof. Dr. Walther
Schücking, Johannes Giesberts, Otto Landsberg, Ulrich Graf von Brockdorff-Rantzau, Robert Leinert, and Dr. Karl Melchior. German delegate
Max Warburg does not appear in this photograph. (Photo: German Federal Archives/Bundesarchiv)

Map of Germany (“Weimar Republic”) from 1919-1937

Germans stand in front of the Reichstag in Berlin, Germany as the riot and revolution takes place in Berlin following the downfall of the
Hohenzollerns [Kaiser Wilhelm II] and the signing of the armistice in November 1918. The photo shows the Proclamation of the Republic of
Scheidmann before the Reichstag Building. (Bettmann/CORBIS)

Thousands of Germans protest against the Versailles treaty on the Koenigsplatz in Berlin, Germany on June 12, 1919. This demonstration
was made by the Germans driven from Alsace Lorraine. (Underwood & Underwood/CORBIS)

German army soldiers march towards Alexanderplatz in Berlin as they prepare to fight the communist Spartacan rebels with tanks and flame
throwers on April 18, 1919. (Underwood & Underwood/CORBIS)

Communist Spartacist rebels Rosa Luxemburg (left) and Karl Liebknecht were executed by the German army in Berlin during the failed
Spartacus uprising in Berlin on January 15, 1919. Both Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht came from middle-class Jewish families. Rosa
Luxemburg met Russian Communist Vladimir Lenin at the Russian Social Democrats’ Fifth Party Day in London in 1907.

A delegation of the Workers' and Soldiers Council before Braunschweiger Schloss in Germany circa 1919 during the establishment of the
Bavarian Socialist Republic. The third from left is August Merges, the chairman of the Council.

Ernst Toller, a poet and playwright who served as a commander of the Bavarian "Red Army" and was one of the leaders of the separatist
Bavarian Soviet Republic in 1919, poses for a photograph at the Nieder-Schoenfeld prison in Germany on August 24, 1926.
(© Bettmann/CORBIS)

The German army led by German Army General Walther von Lüttwitz, commander of the Berlin Reichswehr, occupies Berlin during the Kapp
Putsch (also known as Kapp-Lüttwitz Putsch) in March 1920. The Kapp Putsch was a short-lived military rebellion led by the German army
after the Weimar Republic government attempted to reduce the size of the German armed forces as required by the Versailles treaty.
Members of the Weimar Republic cabinet evacuated Berlin and temporarily established its seat of government in Dresden and later in
Stuttgart. A general strike led by German workers eventually forced the rebellious factions of the German army to end the rebellion.
(Photo: German Federal Archives)

The German army occupy Berlin during the Kapp Putsch in March 1920. The banner says: "Stop, whosoever proceeds will be shot".

French soldiers occupy the Ruhr region of Germany in 1923 after the German government under Chancellor Dr. Wilhelm Cuno failed to pay
reparation payments to France in a timely manner. The German government under Cuno approved of hyperinflation that led to Germany’s
economic collapse in 1923 and later accepted loans from American financiers led by Charles G. Dawes and Owen D. Young in 1923; the loans
were known as the Dawes Plan. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Dr. Wilhelm Cuno, who once served as a member of the board of directors of Hamburg-Amerika Line (HAPAG), was the Chancellor of
Germany from November 22, 1922-August 12, 1923. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

German troops enter Dresden to put down Communist riots on November 2, 1923. (Bettmann/CORBIS)

French army soldiers in the Ruhr in Germany disarm the German Green Police in their effort to maintain peace in the occupied area.
(Bettmann/CORBIS)

A group of businessmen carry gold to the bank in Berlin, Germany during inflation in 1923. (Bettmann/CORBIS)

Disgruntled and unemployed German men wait in a bread line in Berlin, Germany in November 1923. The Allies imposed a reparations
payment of 132 billion gold marks (U.S. $33 billion) on Germany in April 1921. (Bettmann/CORBIS)

Left photo: A German woman prepare to use her collection of Reichsbank bank notes (German mark) for cooking fuel in her home during the
hyperinflation that affected Germany in 1923.
Right photo: A German man uses a wheelbarrow to carry his collection of German marks.

Left photo: A German woman feeds a stove with currency notes, which burn longer than the amount of firewood they can buy.
Right photo: German children build a pyramid using a bundle of German bank notes during the hyperinflation in 1923.

American members of the Dawes Committee (committee to settle Germany’s war debts and reparation payments) stand together for a portrait
in 1924. From left to right: Owen D. Young (left), Charles G. Dawes (center), and Henry M. Robinson.
(Photo: German Federal Archives/Bundesarchiv)

Dawes Committee member Owen D. Young (second from left) appears with his assistant Rufus C. Dawes (center, with pipe in mouth) at a
reparations conference in Berlin, Germany in January 1924. (Photo: German Federal Archives/Bundesarchiv)

Owen Young (right) appears with Charles G. Dawes’ brother Rufus C. Dawes (left) at the reparations conference in Berlin,
Germany in September 1924, less than a year after Adolf Hitler participated in the failed Beer Hall Putsch in Munich.
(Photo: German Federal Archives/Bundesarchiv)

Owen D. Young, Charles G. Dawes, and Henry M. Robinson were members of the Council on Foreign Relations, an internationalist
organization in New York City. The Dawes Committee settled some of Germany’s reparation payment problems in the early 1920s. Charles
G. Dawes served as the Vice President of the United States from 1925 to 1929.
(Source: Owen D. Young: A New Type of Industrial Leader by Ida M. Tarbell)

Owen D. Young watches Emile Moreau (left),Governor of the Bank of France, shake hands with Hjalmar Schacht (right), President of
the Reichsbank (Germany’s central bank), in 1929 after they accepted the terms of the Young Plan. Hjalmar Schacht was tried in
Nuremberg, Germany for war crimes and collaboration with the Nazis after World War II. Owen D. Young was the Chairman of the
board of General Electric Company (1922-1939, 1942-1944), Deputy Chairman of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York (19271937), Chairman of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York (1938-1940), Director of the Council on Foreign Relations (1927-1940),
and Trustee of the Rockefeller Foundation (1928-1939). (Photo: Owen D. Young: A New Type of Industrial Leader by Ida M. Tarbell)

Owen D. Young, the Deputy Chairman of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, brings Reparations Conference to a successful conclusion in
Paris, France on June 14, 1929. From left to right, Emile Moreau, French committeeman; Owen D. Young, chairman of the American
Commission and Hjalmar Schacht, German delegate, as they appeared outside the conference hall after the successful conclusion of the
conference to settle Germany's war debt. (Photo: © Bettmann/CORBIS)

Owen D. Young, American reparation expert and Deputy Chairman of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, shakes hands with Dr. Hjalmar
Schacht, German delegate to the Reparations Conference and President of the Reichsbank (Germany’s central bank), at a train station in
Paris, France on June 17, 1929, from the window of a train which carried him to the S.S. Quitania, which carried him to the United States.
(Photo: © Bettmann/CORBIS)

“No subject occupied a larger portion of statesmen's energies than reparations during the decade after the war. For this reason, and because of
the impact which reparations had on other issues (such as financial or economic recovery and international amity), the history of reparations
demands a certain portion of our attention. This history can be divided into six stages, as follows:
1. The preliminary payments, 1919-1921
2. The London Schedule, May 1921-September 1924
3. The Dawes Plan, September 1924-January 1930
4. The Young Plan, January 1930-June 1931
5. The Hoover Moratorium, June 193 l-July 1932
6. The Lausanne Convention, July 1932
The preliminary payments were supposed to amount to a total of 20,000 million marks by May 1921. Although the Entente Powers contended
that only about 8,000 million of this had been paid, and sent Germany numerous demands and ultimatums in regard to these payments, even
going so far as to threaten to occupy the Ruhr in March 1921 in an effort to enforce payment, the whole matter was dropped in May when the
Germans were presented with the total reparations bill of 132,000 million marks. Under pressure of another ultimatum, Germany accepted
this bill and gave the victors bonds of indebtedness to this amount. Of these, 82 billions were set aside and forgotten. Germany was to pay on
the other 50 billion at a rate of 2.5 billion a year in interest and 0.5 billion a year to reduce the total debt. Germany could pay these
obligations only if two conditions prevailed: (a) if it had a budgetary surplus and (b) if it sold abroad more than it bought abroad (that is, had
a favorable balance of trade). Under the first condition there would accumulate in the hands of the German government a quantity of German
currency beyond the amount needed for current expenses. Under the second condition, Germany would receive from abroad an excess of
foreign exchange (either gold or foreign money) as payment for the excess of her exports over her imports. By exchanging its budgetary
surplus in marks for the foreign-exchange surplus held by her citizens, the German government would be able to acquire this foreign
exchange and be able to give it to its creditors as reparations. Since neither of these conditions generally existed in the period 1921-1931,
Germany could not, in fact, pay reparations. The failure to obtain a budgetary surplus was solely the responsibility of the German
government, which refused to reduce its own expenditures or the standards of living of its own people or to tax them sufficiently heavily to
yield such a surplus. The failure to obtain a favorable balance of trade was the responsibility equally of the Germans and of their creditors, the
Germans making little or no effort to reduce their purchases abroad (and thus reduce their own standards of living), while the foreign
creditors refused to allow a free flow of German goods into their own countries on the argument that this would destroy their domestic
markets for locally produced goods. Thus it can be said that the Germans were unwilling to pay reparations, and the creditors were unwilling
to accept payment in the only way in which payments could honestly be made, that is, by accepting German goods and services. Under these
conditions, it is not surprising that the London Schedule of reparations payments was never fulfilled. This failure was regarded by Britain as
proof of Germany’s inability to pay, but was regarded by France as proof of Germany's unwillingness to pay. Both were correct, but the
Anglo-Americans, who refused to allow France to use the duress necessary to overcome German unwillingness to pay, also refused to accept
German goods to the amount necessary to overcome German inability to pay. As early as 1921, Britain, for example, placed a 26 percent tax
on all imports from Germany. That Germany could have paid in real goods and services if the creditors had been willing to accept such goods
and services can be seen in the fact that the real per capita income of the German people was about one-sixth higher in the middle 1920’s than
it had been in the very prosperous year 1913. Instead of taxing and retrenching, the German government permitted an unbalanced budget to
continue year after year, making up the deficits by borrowing from the Reichsbank. The result was an acute inflation. This inflation was not
forced on the Germans by the need to pay reparations (as they claimed at the time) but by the method they took to pay reparations (or, more
accurately, to avoid payment). The inflation was not injurious to the influential groups in German society, although it was generally ruinous
to the middle classes, and thus encouraged the extremist elements. Those groups whose property was in real wealth, either in land or in
industrial plant, were benefitted by the inflation which increased the value of their properties and wiped away their debts (chiefly mortgages
and industrial bonds). The German mark, which at par was worth about 20 to the pound, fell in value from 305 to the pound in August 1921
to 1,020 in November 1921. From that point it dropped to 80,000 to the pound in January 1923, to 20 million to the pound in August 1923,
and to 20 billion to the pound in December 1923. In July 1922, Germany demanded a moratorium on all cash payments of reparations for the
next thirty months. Although the British were willing to yield at least part of this, the French under Poincaré pointed out that the Germans
had, as yet, made no real effort to pay and that the moratorium would be acceptable to France only if it were accompanied by "productive
guarantees." This meant that the creditors should take possession of various forests, mines, and factories of western Germany, as well as the
German customs, to obtain incomes which could be applied to reparations. On January 9, 1923, the Reparations Commission voted 3 to 1
(with Britain opposing France, Belgium, and Italy) that Germany was in default of her payments. Armed forces of the three nations began to
occupy the Ruhr two days later. Britain denounced this act as illegal, although it had threatened the same thing on less valid grounds in 1921.
Germany declared a general strike in the area, ceased all reparations payments, and adopted a program of passive resistance, the government
supporting the strikers by printing more paper money. The area occupied was no more than 60 miles long by 30 miles wide but contained 10
percent of Germany's population and produced 80 percent of Germany's coal, iron, and steel and 70 percent of her freight traffic. Its railway
system, operated by 170,000 persons, was the most complex in the world. The occupation forces tried to run this system with only 12,500
troops and 1,380 cooperating Germans. The non-cooperating Germans tried to prevent this, not hesitating to use murder for the purpose.
Under these conditions it is a miracle that the output of the area was brought up to one-third its capacity by the end of 1923. German reprisals
and Allied countermeasures resulted in about 400 killed and over 2,100 wounded—most of the casualties (300 and 2,000 respectively) being
inflicted by Germans on Germans. In addition almost 150,000 Germans were deported from the area. The German resistance in the Ruhr was
a great strain on Germany, both economically and financially, and a great psychological strain on the French and Belgians. At the same time
that the German mark was being ruined, the occupying countries were not obtaining the reparations they desired. Accordingly, a compromise
was reached by which Germany accepted the Dawes Plan for reparations, and the Ruhr was evacuated. The only victors in the episode were
the British, who had demonstrated that the French could not use force successfully without British approval.”
– Tragedy and Hope by Carroll Quigley, p. 305-308

“The Dawes Plan, which was largely a J. P. Morgan production, was drawn up by an international committee of financial experts
presided over by the American banker Charles G. Dawes. It was concerned only with Germany's ability to pay, and decided that
this would reach a rate of 2.5 billion marks a year after four years of reconstruction. During the first four years Germany would
be given a loan of $800 million and would pay a total of only 5.17 billion marks in reparations. This plan did not supersede the
German reparations obligation as established in 1921, and the difference between the Dawes payments and the payments due on
the London Schedule were added to the total reparations debt. Thus Germany paid reparations for five years under the Dawes
Plan (1924-1929) and owed more at the end than it had owed at the beginning. The Dawes Plan also established guarantees for
reparations payments, setting aside various sources of income within Germany to provide funds and shifting the responsibility
for changing these funds from marks into foreign exchange from the German government to an agent-general for reparations
payments who received marks within Germany. These marks were transferred into foreign exchange only when there was a
plentiful supply of such exchange within the German foreign-exchange market. This meant that the value of the German mark
in the foreign-exchange market was artificially protected almost as if Germany had exchange control, since every time the value
of the mark tended to fall, the agent-general stopped selling marks. This allowed Germany to begin a career of wild financial
extravagance without suffering the consequences which would have resulted under a system of free international exchange.
Specifically, Germany was able to borrow abroad beyond her ability to pay, without the normal slump in the value of the mark
which would have stopped such loans under normal circumstances. It is worthy of note that this system was set up by the
international bankers and that the subsequent lending of other people's money to Germany was very profitable to these bankers.
Using these American loans, Germany's industry was largely reequipped with the most advanced technical facilities, and almost
every German municipality was provided with a post office, a swimming pool, sports facilities, or other nonproductive
equipment. With these American loans Germany was able to rebuild her industrial system to make it the second best in the
world by a wide margin, to keep up her prosperity and her standard of living in spite of the defeat and reparations, and to pay
reparations without either a balanced budget or a favorable balance of trade. By these loans Germany's creditors were able to pay
their war debts to England and to the United States without sending goods or services. Foreign exchange went to Germany as
loans, back to Italy, Belgium, France, and Britain as reparations, and finally back to the United States as payments on war debts.
The only things wrong with the system were (a) that it would collapse as soon as the United States ceased to lend, and (b) in the
meantime debts were merely being shifted from one account to another and no one was really getting any nearer to solvency. In
the period 1924-1931, Germany paid 10.5 billion marks in reparations but borrowed abroad a total of 18.6 billion marks.
Nothing was settled by all this, but the international bankers sat in heaven, under a rain of fees and commissions.”
– Tragedy and Hope by Carroll Quigley, p. 308-309
“The Dawes Plan was replaced by the Young Plan at the beginning of 1930 for a variety of reasons. It was recognized that the
Dawes Plan was only a temporary expedient, that Germany's total reparations obligation was increasing even as she paid billions
of marks, because the Dawes Plan payments were less than the payments required by the London Schedule; that the German
foreign-exchange market had to be freed in order that Germany might face the consequences of her orgy of borrowing, and that
Germany "could not pay" the standard Dawes payment of 2.5 billion marks a year which was required in the fifth and following
years of the Dawes Plan. In addition, France, which had been forced to pay for the reconstruction of her devastated areas in the
period 1919-1926, could not afford to wait for a generation or more for Germany to repay the cost of this reconstruction through
reparations payments. France hoped to obtain a larger immediate income by “commercializing” some of Germany's reparations
obligations. Until this point all the reparations obligations were owed to governments. By selling bonds (backed by German's
promise to pay reparations) for cash to private investors France could reduce the debts she had incurred for reconstruction and
could prevent Britain and Germany from making further reductions in the reparations obligations (since debts to private persons
would be less likely to be repudiated than obligations between governments). Britain, which had funded her war debts to the
United States at 4.6 billion dollars in 1923, was quite prepared to reduce German reparations to the amount necessary to meet the
payments on this war debt. France, which had war debts of 4 billion dollars as well as reconstruction expenses, hoped to
commercialize the costs of the latter in order to obtain British support in refusing to reduce reparations below the total of both
items. The problem was how to obtain German and British permission to "commercialize" part of the reparations. In order to
obtain this permission France made a gross error in tactics: she promised to evacuate all of the Rhineland in 1930, five years
before the date fixed in the Treaty of Versailles, in return for permission to commercialize part of the reparations payments.
This deal was embodied in the Young Plan, named after the American Owen D. Young (a Morgan agent), who served as
chairman of the committee which drew up the new agreements (February to June 1929). Twenty governments signed these
agreements in January 1930. The agreement with Germany provided for reparations to be paid for 59 years at rates rising from
I.7 billion marks in 1931 to a peak of 2.4 billion marks in 1966 and then declining to less than a billion marks in 1988. The
earmarked sources of funds in Germany were abolished except for 660 million marks a year which could be “commercialized,”
and ail protection of Germany's foreign-exchange position was ended by placing the responsibility for transferring reparations
from marks to foreign currencies squarely on Germany. To assist in this task a new private bank called the Bank for
International Settlements was established in Switzerland at Basle. Owned by the chief central banks of the world and holding
accounts for each of them, the Bank for International Settlements was to serve as “a Central Bankers’ Bank” and allow
international payments to be made by merely shifting credits from one country's account to another on the books of the bank.”
– Tragedy and Hope by Carroll Quigley, p. 309-310

“The Young Plan, which was to have been a final settlement of the reparations question, lasted for less than eighteen months.
The crash of the New York stock market in October 1929 marked the end of the decade of reconstruction and opened the decade
of destruction between the two wars. This crash ended the American loans to Germany and thus cut off the flow of foreign
exchange which made it possible for Germany to appear as if it were paying reparations. In seven years, 1924-1931, the debt of
the German federal government went up 6.6 billion marks while the debts of German local governments went up 11.6 billion
marks. Germany's net foreign debt, both public and private, was increased in the same period by 18.6 billion marks, exclusive of
reparations. Germany could pay reparations only so long as her debts continued to grow because only by increasing debts could
the necessary foreign exchange be obtained. Such foreign loans almost ceased in 1930, and by 1931 Germans and others had
begun a “flight from the mark,” selling this currency for other monies in which they had greater confidence. This created a great
drain on the German gold reserve. As the gold reserve dwindled, the volume of money and credit erected on that reserve had to
be reduced by raising the interest rate. Prices fell because of the reduced supply of money and the reduced demand, so that it
became almost impossible for the banks to sell collateral and other properties in order to obtain funds to meet the growing
demand for money. At this point, in April 1931, Germany announced a customs union with Austria. France protested that such
a union was illegal under the Treaty of Saint-Germain, by which Austria had promised to maintain its independence from
Germany. The dispute was referred to the World Court, but in the meantime the French, to discourage such attempts at union,
recalled French funds from both Austria and Germany. Both countries were vulnerable. On May 8, 1931, the largest Austrian
bank, the Credit-Anstalt (a Rothschild institution), with extensive interests, almost control, in 70 percent of Austria’s industry,
announced that it had lost 140 million schillings (about 520 million). The true loss was over a billion schillings, and the bank
had really been insolvent for years. The Rothschilds and the Austrian government gave the Credit-Anstalt 160 million to cover
the loss, but public confidence had been destroyed. A run began on the bank. To meet this run the Austrian banks called in all
the funds they had in German banks. The German banks began to collapse. These latter began to call in all their funds in
London. The London banks began to fall, and gold flowed outward. On September 2lst England was forced off the gold
standard. During this crisis the Reichsbank lost 200 million marks of its gold reserve and foreign exchange in the first week of
June and about 1,000 million in the second week of June. The discount rate was raised step by step to 15 percent without
stopping the loss of reserves but destroying the activities of the German industrial system almost completely. Germany begged
for relief on her reparations payments, but her creditors were reluctant to act unless they obtained similar relief on their war-debt
payments to the United States. The United States had an understandable reluctance to become the end of a chain of repudiation,
and insisted that there was no connection between war debts and reparations (which was true) and that the European countries
should be able to pay war debts if they could find money for armaments (which was not true). When Secretary of the Treasury
Mellon, who was in Europe, reported to President Hoover that unless relief was given to Germany immediately on her public
obligations, the whole financial system of the country would collapse with very great loss to holders of private claims against
Germany, the President suggested a moratorium on inter-governmental debts for one year. Specifically, America offered to
postpone all payments owed to it for the year following July 1, 1931, if its debtors would extend the same privilege to their
debtors. Acceptance of this plan by the many nations concerned was delayed until the middle of July by French efforts to
protect the payments on commercialized reparations and to secure political concessions in return for accepting the moratorium.
It sought a renunciation of the Austro-German customs union, suspension of building on the second pocket battleship,
acceptance by Germany of her eastern frontiers, and restrictions on training of "private" military organizations in Germany.
These demands were rejected by the United States, Britain, and Germany, but during the delay the German crisis became more
acute. The Reichsbank had its worst run on July 7th; on the following day the North German Wool Company failed with a loss
of 200 million marks; this pulled down the Schröder Bank (with a loss of 24 million marks to the city of Bremen where its office
was) and the Darmstädter Bank (one of Germany's "Big Four Banks") which lost 20 million in the Wool Company. Except for a
credit of 400 million marks from the Bank for International Settlements and a "standstill agreement" to renew all short-term
debts as they came due, Germany obtained little assistance. Several committees of international bankers discussed the problem,
but the crisis became worse, and spread to London. By November 1931 all the European Powers except France and her
supporters were determined to end reparations. At the Lausanne Conference of June 1932 German reparations were cut to a total
of only 3 billion marks, but the agreement was never ratified because of the refusal of the United States Congress to cut war
debts equally drastically. Technically this meant that the Young Plan was still in force, but no real effort was made to restore it
and, in 1933, Hitler repudiated all reparations. By that date, reparations, which had poisoned international relations for so many
years, were being swallowed up in other, more terrible, problems.”
– Tragedy and Hope by Carroll Quigley, p. 310-312

The Warburg Brothers (from left to right) Paul Warburg, Felix Warburg, Max Warburg, Fritz Warburg, and Aby Warburg pose for a formal
portrait on August 21, 1929. Paul Warburg was the Vice Chairman of the Federal Reserve from 1916 to 1918. Paul Warburg and Felix
Warburg were members of the Council on Foreign Relations. (Photo: The Warburgs by Ron Chernow)

“With Germany the major debtor of the 1920s and America the major creditor, the Warburgs again occupied a pivotal place in
transatlantic finance – probably the last time the stars were perfectly aligned for them. Paul’s International Acceptance Bank
(IAB) organized the American and Continental Corporation to extend medium-term credits to European – especially German –
industry. Paul and Max funneled foreign money into Hamburg state loans and helped to rebuild the German merchant marine,
confiscated at war’s end. As one Hamburg official later said, “Max Warburg must get the credit, beyond anyone else, for the reemergence of an important German merchant fleet.” Paul’s IAB gave credit to HAPAG, while Max courted Averell Harriman,
pressing him to form a joint venture with Ballin’s old firm. Under the deal struck, Harriman would initially provide American
ships, while HAPAG would offer route structures and ort facilities. The venture got HAPAG up and running again, but was
fiercely criticized by Americans who alleged that HAPAG ships had harbored spies and saboteurs during the war. Paul had
advised Dr. Schacht on how to tame inflation and had been involved in the Dawes loan. As a reward, the IAB became the
American agent for the Reichsbank and its Gold Discount Bank subsidiary, providing the latter with a twenty-five-million-dollar
credit that strengthened Germany at a critical juncture. Max was now appointed to the prestigious Generalrat, the Reichsbank
advisory board, a position he would hold until Hitler’s advent. The Wall Street money that revived Germany also carried hidden
perils for the Warburgs.” – The Warburgs by Ron Chernow, p. 274
“Foreign credit was a drug that fostered a short but artificial prosperity in Germany and Max later referred to the Scheinblüte or
“illusory boom” of 1925. The foreign money, he feared, only masked underlying economic problems, such as high German
taxes and the bloated Weimar bureaucracy…Awash with foreign money, German industry embarked on a merger wave that
produced huge trusts and cartels. Daimler and Benz merged. The new United Steel Works arose, second only in size to U.S.
Steel. In 1925, six large chemical corporations formed the most massive trust, I.G. Farben, which ranked as Europe’s largest
corporation. It would produce the bulk of dyes, pharmaceuticals, photographic film, nitrogen, and magnesium made in
Germany. Though a staunch free marketer, Max favored industrial mergers and executed several of them, including that of two
North Sea fishing concerns. As so often in the past, Jewish financiers were catalysts of changes that embittered the losers. They
aided the department store trend, for instance, which hurt small shopkeepers, who later joined Nazi cadres in disproportionate
numbers. Max [Warburg] added a board seat on I.G. Farben to twenty-six others he now held.”
– The Warburgs by Ron Chernow, p. 274-275

“In April 1921, Paul, encouraged by Max, launched the International Acceptance Bank in New York. The IAB’s blue-ribbon
shareholders ranged from Kuhn, Loeb to the London Rothschilds. Paul, Felix, and M.M. Warburg also held large blocks of
stock. Bank was a misnomer for the IAB, which didn’t take deposits. It specialized in a form of trade finance called banker’s
acceptances, which had long existed in Europe, but only became possible in America under the Fed. An acceptance was a shortterm credit extended by a bank to a customer. With these credits, Paul hoped to rebuild a shattered Germany and by July he was
financing German grain imports. Since the Nazi s later accused Jewish bankers of sabotaging the economy, it is worth noting
that Paul and Max acted as a critical conduit of Wall Street money at a time when credit was scarce. Already in 1920, the
Warburgs pulled off a big transatlantic deal for the German electrical company, AEG, selling a quarter of its new loan issue to
the Guggenheims. Perhaps Paul’s most compelling motive in forming the IAB was to help Max and the Hamburg firm. The
IAB gave unique advantages to M.M. Warburg, which served as its European agent and executed much of its European business.
Bolstered by the New York connection, Max participated in share issues for Friedrich Krupp and Daimler Motors in 1921.”
– The Warburgs by Ron Chernow, p. 224
“The inflation exacerbated social tensions in Germany, producing a handful of winners and legions of embittered losers.
Uneducated people fantasized that Jewish bankers orchestrated this complex monetary phenomenon for their gain.
Disproportionately represented in private banking, well-to-do Jews were generally better equipped to deal with inflation, while
elderly people on pensions and depositors with small bank accounts fared worst. People ravaged by inflation resentfully
watched financiers shuffle money into foreign currencies or tangible assets to preserve their capital…With his Wall Street
connections, Max was courted by Berlin and the Foreign Office prodded him to travel to New York to lobby for an international
loan. Agreeing that only such a loan could prop up the plunging German currency, he pursued this theme with Colonel [Edward
Mandell] House at the American embassy in Berlin in June 1921.” – The Warburgs by Ron Chernow, p. 226
“Afterward, Paul [Warburg] and Max [Warburg] went to Washington, Paul arranging meetings for his brother with Secretary
[Herbert] Hoover at Commerce, [Charles Evans] Hughes at State, and [Andrew] Mellon at Treasury. These talks boosted Max’s
hopes that a conference of experts might be convened to reduce reparations. Paul circulated a private memo describing the
“danse macabre” of the reichsmark, with hyperinflation already wiping out the savings of an alienated German middle class…
By the time he returned, the mark was in an alarming free fall. The French accused the Germans of engineering this drop to
sabotage reparations, a viewpoint Max [Warburg] and [Carl] Melchior sharply contested. A new government was headed by
Wilhelm Cuno, Ballin’s successor at HAPAG…The new chancellor pleaded with France for a reparations moratorium. Instead,
France declared Germany in default on some timber deliveries. The upshot was that on January 11, 1923, sixty thousand French
and Belgian soldiers took over the Ruhr to enforce payment, by force if necessary. When the Cuno government called for
passive resistance in the Ruhr, the French decided to operate the local coal mines and iron foundries themselves. Max applauded
Germany’s though, morale-boosting resistance. When American lawyer John Foster Dulles discussed the Ruhr with Max and
Chancellor Cuno aboard the SS Albert Ballin, Max defended the “spontaneous resistance of the population against violence.” At
the same time, Max feared its economic consequences. To sustain striking workers, Berlin had to make support payments that
would further fuel inflation. In February, Max warned Cuno that the burden of supporting the defiant Ruhr workers would
complete Germany’s ruin. Everything now hastened the upward spiral of prices. Germany printed money to pay Ruhr workers
while France put seized reichsmarks back into circulation, swelling the money supply. At M.M. Warburg, inflation created a
frenetic tempo that clashed with the Victorian formality. As soon as employees were paid, they crossed the street to the Karstadt
department store and spent the money before prices rose. The cheaper mark created a bonanza for foreign investors who bought
German properties at bargain prices, arousing resentment against the bankers who executed these deals. M.M. Warburg
switched much of its capital into foreign currencies. With black humor, Max joked that the staff in 1923 spent its time
scribbling zeroes in ledgers.” – The Warburgs by Ron Chernow, p. 230-231
“The mood brightened further in Germany when the Allies reduced reparations at the 1924 Dawes conference in London, but
economic relief came at a steep political price. In exchange for lower payments, the Allies took as security a first mortgage on
German government revenues from taxes on beer, tobacco, and other items and gained some control over the Reichsbank and
German railways. An agent general was appointed to gauge Germany’s capacity to pay reparations. As a sweetener for Berlin,
the Dawes plan envisioned an international loan of unprecedented size that would ultimately allow Germany to pay reparations
with borrowed money, thus starting the fatal carousel of global lending that would spin dizzily for a decade then collapse. After
the Reichstag adopted the Dawes scheme amid fierce controversy, J.P. Morgan and Company mounted a giant loan for
Germany.” – The Warburgs by Ron Chernow, p. 273

Left to right: Felix Warburg, Vera Weizmann, Frieda Schiff Warburg, and Chaim Weizmann appear at a Boston conference for the United
Palestine Appeal in 1928. Felix Warburg, along with his brother Paul Warburg, was a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and a
partner of Kuhn, Loeb & Co. banking firm in New York City. (Photo: The Warburgs by Ron Chernow)

Felix Warburg and his brother Max Warburg visit Jerusalem on April 28, 1929. From right to left: Felix Warburg of Kuhn, Loeb & Co. in New
York City and Chairman of the Joint Distribution Committee; Max Warburg of the M.M. Warburg bank in Hamburg, Germany; Dr. Cyrus Adler,
member of the Executive Committee of the Joint Distribution Committee; Rev. H. Pereira Mendes; Morris Engelman, Member of the Executive
Committee of the JDC. Max Warburg was a director of I.G. Farben.

U.S. Secretary of State Henry L. Stimson (left) visits Benito Mussolini, the dictator of Fascist Italy, in Rome in 1931. Henry Stimson was a
member of the Council on Foreign Relations and a member of Skull & Bones, a secret society at Yale University.

U.S. Secretary of State Henry L. Stimson (left) and U.S. Ambassador to Germany Frederic M. Sackett (center) stand in front of the
Friedrichstrasse Train Station in Berlin, Germany in June 1931. Henry L. Stimson and Frederic M. Sackett were members of the Council on
Foreign Relations. Henry L. Stimson was a member of Skull & Bones, a secret society at Yale University. (Photo: German Federal Archive)

Council on Foreign Relations directors Allen Dulles (far left) and Norman H. Davis (center) arrives in Berlin, Germany in April 1933 to meet with
Germany’s new chancellor Adolf Hitler. Allen Dulles was the Director of the Central Intelligence Agency from 1953 to 1961.
(Source: Gentleman Spy: The Life of Allen Dulles by Peter Grose)

Thomas J. Watson (sitting to Hitler’s left), the President of International Business Machines Corp. (also known as IBM), meets with Nazi
Germany’s dictator Adolf Hitler in 1937. Thomas J. Watson was a Class B Director of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York from 1933
to 1940 and a member of the Council on Foreign Relations. Thomas J. Watson and his IBM provided Adolf Hitler and the Nazis with punchcard machines. The Nazi German government, military, and corporations used punch-card machines to create and assign serial numbers for
prisoners working as slave laborers in the concentration camps.

German firefighters attempt to extinguish the fire in the Reichstag on the night of February 27, 1933.
(Photo by Otto Ang/German Federal Archive)

Left photo: Adolf Hitler (left) appears with his financial advisor Hjalmar Schacht, the President of the Reichsbank (Germany’s central bank).
Right photo: The burning of the Reichstag on the night of February 27, 1933 gave German Chancellor Adolf Hitler the pretext to acquire
absolute power over the German people and to overthrow the Weimar Constitution. The burning of the Reichstag was an example of a falseflag operation.

Montagu C. Norman, the Governor of the Bank of England, shakes hands with Hjalmar Schacht (left), President of the Reichsbank, at
Liverpool Street Station in London in December 1938. Hjalmar Schacht was tried in Nuremberg after World War II.

Adolf Hitler introduced the development of the autobahn (expressways) in an attempt to rebuild the German economy during the Great
Depression. U.S. President Dwight Eisenhower initiated the development of the interstate highway system, modeled after the German
autobahn, in the 1950s.

Adolf Hitler poses for photographers in a staged photo-op as he participates in the construction of a new autobahn in Austria on April 7, 1938.
(Photo: German Federal Archives)

Right: The corporate logo of I.G. Farben

The Bank for International Settlements (BIS) headquarters in Basel, Switzerland. The Bank for International Settlements was established on
May 17, 1930. Walther Funk, the President of the Reichsbank and convicted Nazi war criminal, served on the board of directors of Bank for
International Settlements before World War II. Thomas H. McKittrick, a Harvard graduate and a member of the Council on Foreign Relations,
was the President of the Bank for International Settlements from 1940 to 1946. (Photo: Flickr)

Fritz Thyssen, the oldest son of industrialist August Thyssen, seated at the Denazification Trial Court in Konigstein, Germany on August 16,
1948. Fritz Thyssen joined the Nazi political party NSDAP in 1923 and supported the party financially. But in September 1939 he was the only
member of the Reichstag parliament to protest against the war and consequently fled to Switzerland. In December 1940 he was arrested in
Cannes, France, and was sent with his wife Amelie to three concentration camps, Oranienburg, Buchenwald and Dachau. Freed by Allied
forces in 1945, Thyssen was convicted by a German court of being a former member of the Nazi Party and was ordered to hand over 15
percent of his property to provide for war victims. Fritz Thyssen died in Buenos Aires, Argentina in 1951. (DPA/CORBIS)

Fritz Thyssen, the German steel magnate whose backing boosted Adolf Hitler to power, appears with his family as a refugee in Locarno,
Switzerland on March 28, 1940. He is reported to have opposed Adolf Hitler's war aims, and as a result had to flee the Reich. Fritz Thyssen is
pictured here with his family in exile at Locarno, Switzerland. Standing left to right are Thyssen, his wife, and son-in-law count Zichy. His
daughter, countess Zichy, and her son, Fritz August are seated. Thyssen is reported to have left Switzerland for France. (Bettmann/CORBIS)

A portrait of Fritz Thyssen in November 1928. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

The front page of the New York Herald Tribune, July 31, 1941

(Source: http://www.randomhouse.com/doubleday/thefamily/media/thefamily_document002m.pdf)

New York Herald Tribune article on Fritz Thyssen and Union Banking Corporation

New York Herald Tribune, July 31, 1941:

Thyssen Has $3,000,000 Cash in New York Vaults
Union Banking Corp. May Hide Nest Egg for High Nazis He Once Backed
By M. J. Racusin
In the tides of economic warfare now surging over the world, the New York Herald Tribune, has discovered that Fritz Thyssen, the
German industrialist who was Adolf Hitler’s original patron on a prodigal scale a decade has $3,000,000 in American cash, salted
away in the bank vaults of downtown New York.
In the American colony of Thyssen enterprises perhaps the most interesting is, the Union Banking Corporation, 39 Broadway, nominal
guardian of the $3,000,000 cache, all in United States currency a sort of nest egg for Herr Thyssen or perhaps for some of his highplaced Nazi friends when the present troublous days are over.
Among other Thyssen interests in New York are half a dozen corporations engaged in the shipping, export and import trades, centering
chiefly about coal and steel industries and operating under the wing of the Union Banking Corporation. These organizations did a
thriving business in rolling up dollars for Herr Thyssen in years past, but have been brought virtually to a standstill during the last year
by the war.
One of the most fascinating aspects of this story is the mystery surrounding the Thyssen fortune. At the moment, of course, no can get
at this Thyssen nest egg, because it is part of the $4,500,000,000 foreign assets frozen by the United States government since Adolf
Hitler’s armies began overrunning Europe.
Government circles assert that the assets of the Union Banking Corporation and its subsidiaries were frozen because capital and control
came from Netherlands institution called the, Bank voor Handel en Scheepvaart (Bank for Trade, and Shipping) in Rotterdam one of
the Thyssen string of banking houses on the Continent. It was subject to the freezing order, however, as a Dutch corporation and not as
a German-owned property.
As the Custodian of all Dutch property outside the Netherlands, the Netherlands government in exile represents that it, too, would
seem to have some rights in the, matter. Nevertheless all of Fritz Thyssen’s properties were confiscated by the Nazi regime back in
1939, and thus it might appear that the assets here are legally a part of the German government’s assets in the United States.
Rotterdam Bank Bombed
The Thyssen bank in Rotterdam which nominally owned the New York corporation was bombed out of existence by the invading
Nazis in May, 1940. No one in New York professes to know what has happened to the officers of the Rotterdam institution. Not a
word of instruction or advice has come from abroad.
Perhaps it wasn’t Herr Thyssen’s money at all, some persons suggest. Maybe he sent it here for safekeeping for some of the Nazi
bigwigs perhaps for Goering, for Goebbels, for Himmler, or even Hitler himself.
No matter how the story comes out, the United States government has the situation in hand. Every penny of known Thyssen assets is
frozen, under the strictest control.
There are many Americans in responsible positions who do not think that the rift between Herr Thyssen and the Nazis was genuine at
all, preferring to believe that Thyssen was in reality a sort of economic advance agent of the Hitler forces, a financial surveyor and
softener-up posing as a refugee.
Reliable private information is that Thyssen has been wandering about Switzerland, France and other European countries before and
after the Nazi armies arriving without much hindrance, from the Hitler government. Thyssen is now in Germany not under
confinement, free to move about but closely watched perhaps a willing prisoner, perhaps a hostage for his wealth throughout the
world.
Herr Thyssen’s adventure in the American business world dates back to August, 1924, when without flourishes or ruffles the Union
Banking Corporation was incorporated with a capital stock of $400,000, the money coming from the Bank voor Handel en
Scheepvaart, of Rotterdam. It was licensed under the New York State banking laws as an investment corporation.
In addition to known lieutenants of the Thyssen interests in Europe, there appeared and continue to appear on the board of directors of
this corporation the names of several partners of the private banking house of Brown Brothers Harriman & Co., 59 Wall Street.

Enlisted Harriman In 1925
This circumstance dates back to a chance meeting in Europe in 1925 between Fritz Thyssen and W. Averell Harriman, a partner of the
Brown Brothers, Harriman firm and now minister plenipotentiary to England as expediter of lease-lend aid to the British. Herr Thyssen
said to Mr. Harriman that he was opening a bank in the United States to take care of his financial and industrial interests here and
asked Mr. Harriman to serve on the board. Mr. Harriman agreed to have several other members of his firm go on the directorate.
This took place, of course, at a time when the present world tangle could hardly have been foreseen and when such courtesies were
part of the normal routine of international banking relations.
When a new world war began the Brown Brothers Harriman partners sensed possible embarrassment through association with a
corporation stemming from German interests and considered withdrawal from the Union Banking Corporation’s board. In a
consultation with William R. White, State Superintendent of Banks, on the subject Mr. White requested them to remain on the board to
assure efficient administration of the corporation’s affairs by trustworthy and responsible persons during the emergency. They agreed
to comply with Mr. White’s request.
Brown Brothers Harriman & Co. have never had any financial interest in the Union Banking Corporation or any of its subsidiaries, and
have never profited in any way from its activities. The association of some of its partners with the Thyssen corporation, it points, out,
was entirely a matter of courtesy.
Relationship Explained
The circumstances of relationship were frankly set forth in a letter addressed by Knight Woolley, a partner of the Brown Brothers
Harriman firm, to Mr. White on Jan. 14 of this year. This letter follows:
“January 14, 1941.
“William R. White, Esq.,
“Superintendent of Banks, State Of New York,
80 Centre Street,
“New York, N, Y.
“Dear Mr. White:
“As you are aware, my partners, E. R. Harriman, Ray Morris, Prescott S. Bush and our manager, H. D. Pennington, are directors of the
Union Banking Corporation, a state institution under your supervision. This corporation is located, at 39 Broadway, and it is in effect a
New York office, or agency, of the Bank voor Handel en Scheepvaart, in Rotterdam. Because of possible uncertainty as to whether the
Bank voor Handel en Scheepvaart might be held to be a Dutch institution, or whether it is, in fact, a German institution under a Dutch
name, my partners have been giving serious consideration to withdrawing from the board. Should the United States enter the war, they
feel they might be under some embarrassment because of their connection with the bank, even though we have no financial interest in
the Union Banking Corporation, nor do we participate in its earnings. They act as directors merely as a matter of business courtesy.
“In order that you may understand clearly the reasons for our doubts, I should like to give you the background of our connection with
the Union Banking Corporation. Our partner W.A. Harriman was in Europe in 1925, and at that time he became acquainted with Mr.
Fritz Thyssen, the German industrialist. To the best of my knowledge, Mr. Thyssen formed the Bank voor Handel en Scheepvaart and
presumably controlled that institution. - At one of his meetings with Mr. Harriman, he told him he was forming a bank in New York to
look after his interests in the United States and he asked Mr. Harriman to serve on the board. Mr. Harriman agreed that certain of his
associates would serve in this capacity, and as a result various members of the Harriman organizations and now of Brown Brothers
Harriman & Co., have been on the board ever since.
“The Union Banking Corporation does no commercial business, and its only depositor is the Bank voor Handel en Scheepvaart. Its
activities are limited to occasional payments and a few purchases and sales of securities. All shares of the Union Banking Corporation
are registered in the name of E. R. Harriman, who is chairman of the board, except the qualifying shares held by directors. As the
company is Dutch-owned, its banking accounts were frozen under the Presidential Proclamation of May 10, 1940.
“The Union Banking Corporation maintains accounts with the Chase National Bank, the National City Bank, the Guaranty Trust
Company, and ourselves. At present its account with us is the only one which is active, and the drawings are limited to the Payment of
salaries and usual office expenses. To further control its operations, we have arranged that either Ray Morris or H. D. Pennington must
sign checks jointly with the president of the company, Mr. C. Lievense, or with the, assistant treasurer, Mr. W Kauffmann, and that
one of our gentleman from our organization must be present when access is desired to the company’s safe deposit box at the Chase
Bank.

“You have perhaps read in the newspapers recently that, Fritz Thyssen is no longer in Germany, and it has been reported that he has
had differences with the Nazi regime. We have no knowledge as to whether he still retains an interest in the Bank voor Handel en
Scheepvaart, nor are we able to obtain any information with respect to the stock ownership in the bank.
“In view, of these uncertainties, together with the censorship affecting communications to and from Rotterdam, I realize that the Union
Banking Corporation might be placed in an embarrassing position if all the directors were to resign at this time. I feel sure however
that you will understand the position of my Associates, and I would greatly appreciate, a frank expression from you as to the action
which you feel that they should take should you believe that the interests of the Banking Department would be best served by their
continuing as directors until the situation abroad has been somewhat clarified, I know that they will be glad to be guided by, your
judgment and I shall greatly appreciate your reaction to this situation and your opinion as to what action, if any, should be taken by my
associates.
Very truly yours,
“KNIGHT WOOLLEY.”
Whites Reply
To this Mr. White replied:
“May 13, 1941.
“Mr. Knight Woolley,
“Brown Brothers Harriman & Co.,
“59 Wall Street,
“New York City.
Dear Mr. Woolley:
“Reference is made to your letter of January 14 and to conversations which you and certain of your partners have since had with me
relative to the status of the Union Banking Corporation.
“During recent months this department has been obliged to give unusual attention to certain of the banking organizations in this
country which have been affected by the freezing orders. This, however has not been true in the case of the Union Banking
Corporation because of the confidence which the department has in the directors of this institution
“While the department would, not feel free to object if your partners, Mr. Harriman, Mr. Bush, and your firm’s manager, Mr.
Pennington, should desire to resign as directors of the corporation, nevertheless the department would be gratified if these gentlemen
could find it possible to remain on the board during this period of uncertainty.
“I appreciate your thoughtfulness in bringing this matter to my attention and the willingness of yourself and your associates to
consideration to the department’s point of view in the matter.
“Sincerely yours,
“WILLIAM R. WHITE.”
Personnel and Assets
The personnel and financial setup of the Union Banking Corporation is provided in the following report of the institution, issued on
Jan 1, 1941:
UNION BANKING CORPORATION. NEW YORK, 39 BROADWAY, ORGANIZED 1924
Cornelis Lievense, President
Walter Kauffmann, Treasurer
Directors - Cornelis Lievense, E. Roland Harriman, R. D. Pennington, P. S. Bush, J. Kouwenhoven, Ray Morris, J. G. Groeninger
RESOURCES
Cash on hand and due from banks (domestic) $2,817,763.95

Bond and Stock investments 232,880.25
Other loans, notes and bills (including other acceptances) 53,000.00
Accrued Income 947.66
Total resources $3,104,591.86
LIABILITIES
Deposits: Demand $115,880,14
Due to banks (domestic and foreign) 2,262,040,20
Other Liabilities 822.64
Capital stock 400,000
Surplus and undivided profits 302,339.70
Reserves 23,503,18
Total liabilities 3,104,591.86
Lievense a United States Citizen
The dominating personality in the administration of the Thyssen domain in the United States is the shy and little known Cornelis
Lievense, a colorful little Hollander who arrived in this country by way of Montreal in May, 1926, two years after the Union Banking
Corporation was set up Mr. Lievense is a naturalized American citizen having received his final citizen papers on Jan. 29, 1932, at
Mineola, L.I.
Besides the Union Bank Corporation, Mr. Lievense is president of the Holland American Corporation, the Domestic Fuel Corporation,
and the Seamless Steel Equipment Corporation.
All of these occupy offices with the Union Bank Corporation at 39 Broadway. Others in the group at that address are the Kemari
Trading Corporation, the Riberena Fuel and Chartering Corporation, Kauffmann & Co. and Religious Publications Inc.
Mr. Lievense admitted that the assets of the Domestic Fuel Corporation, the Holland American Trading Corporation and the Seamless
Steel Equipment Corporation had all been frozen along with those of the Union Banking Corporation by the Treasury Department. He
said the business of the whole group, aside, from the bank, hardly approached $1,000,000 annually.
Blacklisted by Canada
He admitted also that the Domestic Fuel Corporation, which had been bringing cargoes of, coal from the Thyssen mining interests in
Europe to Canada and other Western Hemisphere points, had been blacklisted by the Canadian Trade Commission in the fall of 1940.
Mr. Lievense would reveal little of the operations of the corporations beyond saying that they are now under the strict supervision of
the Treasury Department and that there was “very little activity.”
He insisted, however, that Religious Publications, Inc., although occupying offices with the Union Banking Corporation and the
others, was not a Thyssen venture but was purely his personal affair.
“This is a philanthropic venture of mine,” he explained with disarming sincerity, “undertaken to bring out the religious works of Dr. K
Schilder, a Dutchman who has recently been released from a German concentration camp. This is in no sense a profit-making venture
and must not be associated with these other business organizations.”
Three of Dr. Schilder’s books have been, brought out by the William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, of Grand Rapids, Mich., and
were translated from the Dutch by Henry Zylstra. They bear the titles, “Christ In His Suffering, “Christ on Trial” and “Christ
Crucified.”
On Other, Thyssen, Boards
Mr. Lievense speaks in soft, low tones and merely smiled broadly when questioned about his association with Herr Thyssen. His name
appears as a director of the Thyssen Holland American Investment Corporation, at Rotterdam. He is a member of the board of the
August Thyssen Bank, Aktiengesellschaft, at Berlin, and, he is also a director of the Handelscompagnie Ruilvkeer, a Thyssen bartering
company at Amsterdam.
Two of Mr. Lievense’s associates, on the board of the Union Banking Corporation, J. G. Groeninger and N. J. Kouwenhoven, are
among Herr Thyssen’s chief managerial assistants in the conduct of many of his European Projects. Kouwenhoven is an old school

friend of Mr. Lievense and is managing director of the Bank voor Handel en Scheepvaart. He is also managing director of the Holland
American Investment Corporation and is on the board of the Thyssen-owned Vlaardingen Harborworks.
Groeninger is managing director of the Thyssen-owned Halcyon Line, with headquarters at Rotterdam. It was this corporation which
refused to transfer its headquarters and assets outside Holland when the Netherlands government warned all industrialists to take their
properties to Dutch colonies at the time of the Nazi Invasion. Just before the arrival of the German forces at Rotterdam, the British and
Dutch navies seized eleven of the thirteen ships of the line and incorporated them in the British shipping pool. It is understood that
three of these ships have since been destroyed. Only two ships of the line fell into the Nazis, hands.
Only One Has Visited U. S.
Both Groeninger and Kouwenhoven are directors of the local Holland American Trading Corporation. Groeninger is also on the board
of the Bank voor Handel en Scheepvaart and is a director of the Vulcan Rhine Shipping Co., another unit in Thyssen’s industrial
kingdom. Kouwenhoven visited the United States about four or five years ago, Mr. Lievense said, but Groeninger appears never to
have been here.
“I have told the government, Authorities everything I know and that is all I can say,” Mr. Lievense said in a tolerant manner. “As, a
matter of fact, I cannot say now who owns this money and this bank and these corporations. I cannot tell you if Mr. Thyssen owns it
or not. You know, of course, that the building the Bank voor Handel en Scheepvaart has been bombed out of existence. Where is it
now? Who owns it? Who knows?”
Pacing the floor of his office on the twenty-fifth floor of 39 Broadway, he said, “All I know is that I am here and that the United States
government is exercising strict supervision of all activities of the bank and these corporation. I cannot tell you whom I am working.
You may be sure there is really little to do. All these corporations in their best years have done less than $1,000,000 annually.”
Mr. Lievense added that his business had slowed down to such a degree that he had to let out two or three of his office force and had
reduced his three-room office to two rooms.
Has Time to Play the Organ
“In fact” he said, “I have been, spending too much time indulging in my favorite pastime playing the organ at my home. I also play
the organ for the Whiteman Memorial Baptist Church at Oyster Bay, What else is there to do?”
Mr. Lievense and his wife, Maria Jacobs, have lived in a rambling two-story semi-Colonial home in Cedar Swamp Road, in the High
Hills Farm section of Glen Head L. I., for the last eight or ten years.
He passes much time visiting the tulip beds in the vicinity of his home. He is a member of the Netherlands Club, and was born in
Maasslius, Holland, July 28, 1890.

Below is a sidebar article from New York Herald Tribune, July 31, 1941, page 22:

Thyssen’s Role In World Affairs Still a Mystery
Original Hitler Backer May Be Refugee or Nazi Agent if He’s Alive and at Large
Fritz Thyssen, once ruler of the German steel trust and most important backer of Adolf Hitler In the early days of the Brown Shirt
revolution in Germany, is the international mystery man of today. It is anybody’s guess whether he is a genuine refugee from the Nazi
terror or a Hitler agent wrapped in a fugitive’s cloak. The world at large does not know where he is or even whether he is alive. And it
has, apparently, no way of finding out.
On March 17 it was reported in Vichy. France, that he had been arrested on the Riviera in December, returned to Germany and lodged
behind the barbed wire of Dachau concentration camp. Four days later German authorities announced that he was not in France or in
Dachau but in South America. Earlier this month informed sources in Germany said he had been released from custody and was in a
German sanatorium enjoying “limited freedom of movement.”
Contradictory reports of Herr Thyssen’s status are not new in the history of the man who, more than any other, financed Hitler’s rise to
power. Since 1934 vague rumors of breaks between Thyssen and Hitler have circulated from time to time. They came to a head on
Nov. 11, 1939, when it was announced that he had left Germany for Switzerland “for an indefinite stay.” The next day he arrived in

Lucerne and for several months kept correspondents regarding his hints that he quit his country after protesting against the Nazi-Soviet
pact and urging Hitler through Hermann Wilhelm Goering, not to go to war.
Property Confiscated
A week after his arrival in Switzerland it was announced in Berlin with fanfare that the Reich had confiscated his fortune and property
estimated to be worth at least $88,000,000. It was done on the basis of a law aimed at persons inimical to the people and the state. On
Feb. 12, 1940, a decree was published in the official German gazette stripping him and his wife of their citizenship. They were then
living In luxury in a Locarno hotel.
From then until his disappearance from the Riviera his movements were of a nature to arouse suspicion, or at least puzzlement. He was
in Belgium in March, 1940, and within a few weeks Hitler’s armies forced the surrender of that country. From Belgium he moved to
France, where he remained unmolested long after the French bowed before Hitler’s legions.
Thyssen’s residence at the Hotel Crillon in Paris while the German armies gathered in front of the, Maginot Line puzzled the Parisians.
It seemed strange to them that a man who was a declared enemy of France and the prime mover of Hitler’s coup should be ensconced
in the French capital at that particular time, able to get the ear not only of French industrialists but also of French politicians.
The same puzzlement arose after the French surrender when Thyssen supposedly an enemy of the Reich was allowed to sun himself
for months on the sands of Cannes, although the German authorities could have had him for the asking.
Mentioned as Roehm Associate
All this maneuvering was an echo of in earlier incident in his career. In 1934 after Hitler had assumed the Chancellorship with the
staunch help of Thyssen, Berlin began to buzz with rumors of a split among the Nazis. It was also said that Thyssen was seen
frequently in the company of Captain Ernst Roehm, one of the leaders of the supposed plot against the Fuehrer.
In the blood bath of July 30, 1934, when Hitler purged his party by killing Roehm and others, there was no mention of Thyssen’s
having a part in the conspiracy. Yet, when he sailed in August for South America, it was reported that he was fleeing. Despite his
intimacy with Roehm however, Thyssen apparently suffered none of Hitler’s suspicion. After studying the steel business of South
America, he returned in the spring to Germany and took up where he had left off.
In the various accounts of the string-pulling responsible for Hitler’s rise in Germany, there in no suggestion that Thyssen shelled out
his marks to the Nazi party for any reasons but selfish ones. He was firm believer In capitalism so far as capitalism was represented by
the palatial Thyssen chateau, the roaring Thyssen steel furnaces in the Ruhr and Rhine valleys and the 120,000 workers who owed
their daily bread to the Thyssen pay rolls. Hitler’s main appeal to him was as a defender of Capitalism against tile Bolshevik bogey.
The Thyssen holdings were hard hit in the German inflation and the subsequent struggle of German industry against the restrictions
imposed under the Versailles Treaty. Thyssen hated the French, distrusted the German Republic and dreaded socialism. He began to
look around for an antidote to the three-headed monster of his imagination. In 1927 he found it in the person an Austrian former house
painter.
Started Pushing In ‘30
Thyssen kept an eye on Hitler and, when the depression in 1930 rocked the Thyssen industrial empire, decided that it was time to push
the Nazi leader. He introduced him to prominent industrialists, promised them that Hitler’s National Socialism was only window
dressing and helped to pry money for the cause from their pockets. In 1930 he and a business associate distributed 1,000,000 marks to
the party and two years later, before the fateful presidential election leading to Hitler’s Chancellorship, Thyssen donated 3,000,000
more.
His reward was to be made economic dictator of western Germany and a member of the Reich’s Grand Economic Council and
Prussian State Council. He also had a seat in the Reichstag.
If the version that would picture him tossed over by Hitler is correct, he mistook his man when he patronizingly gathered the Fuehrer
under his wing, His idea was to guide Hitler in the paths of safety for the Thyssen fortune. Like other German industrialists with same
thought, however, it would appear that his supported puppet turned out to be a Frankenstein monster.
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Oppression, Warfare, & Genocide: Police State in the Third Reich

Nazi Party stormtroopers display signs on a store window that encourage Germans to boycott Jewish-owned stores on April 1, 1933.
(Photo: German Federal Archives)

Nazi German military officers and SS officers escort Jewish men during the Kristallnacht, which took place on November 9-10, 1938.

Nazi SS chief Heinrich Himmler inspects the Dachau concentration camp in May 1936. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Nazi German guards keep a close eye on prisoners at Dachau concentration camp on June 28, 1938. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Jewish-owned shops were vandalized in Magdeburg, Germany on the night of November 9, 1938 during the “Reichskristallnacht”
(Kristallnacht), also known as “Night of the Broken Glass”. At least 91 Jews were killed and many stores and synagogues were vandalized.
(Photo: German Federal Archives)

Ernst vom Rath (left) was a Nazi German diplomat who worked at the Nazi German embassy in Paris, France in 1938. Ernst vom Rath was
assassinated by 17-year-old Herschel Grynszpan (right), a Jewish émigré and illegal alien who was born in Hanover, Germany, in Paris on
November 8, 1938. The Kristallnacht was the Nazi German government’s response to the assassination. Herschel Grynszpan entered France
illegally from Belgium in September 1936 while possessing a Polish passport. Ernst vom Rath allegedly had a homosexual relationship with
Herschel Grynszpan.

The New York Times article on the Kristallnacht

Nazi SS stormtroopers execute Polish citizens in Poland on October 20, 1939. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Nazi German army soldiers escort Poles to a train following the invasion of Poland in 1939; Nazi Germany engaged in ethnic
cleansing of western Poland following the invasion of Poland. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Nazi SS stormtroopers guard members of the Jewish resistance captured during the suppression of the Warsaw ghetto uprising
in Warsaw, Poland, April 19, 1943 - May 16, 1943.

Nazi German SS stormtroopers forcibly remove Jewish families from their homes in Warsaw, Poland in 1943.

A group of Nazi German terrorists exterminates innocent people as part of their “Final Solution”.

Hermann Göring’s July 1941 letter to Reinhard Heydrich ordering him to arrange “für eine Gesamtlösung der Judenfrage im
deutschen Einflußgebiet in Europa” – ‘for a final solution of the Jewish Question in the German sphere of influence in Europe’..
“in the manner of emigration or evacuation…”
(Source: http://anonymous-generaltopics.blogspot.com/2009/01/gestapo.html)

Reinhard Heydrich
Reinhard Heydrich was a Nazi SS officer who served as the chairman of the Wannsee Conference in 1942 and endorsed the idea
of total extermination of Jews in Europe at the Wannsee Conference. Heydrich was attacked by Czech patriots in Prague,
Czechoslovakia on May 27, 1942; Heydrich died from his wounds on June 4, 1942. Hydrich served as the Protector of Bohemia
and Moravia from 1941 until his death in 1942, served as the Director of the Reich Main Security Office from 1939 until 1942,
and served as the Chief of the German Secret State Police (Geheime Staatspolizei, or Gestapo) from 1934 to 1936. Reinhard
Heydrich was baptized a Roman Catholic; there has been speculation that Reinhard Heydrich has Jewish ancestry.

Gestapo headquarters on Prinz Albrecht Strasse in Berlin in 1933. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Heinrich Müller (born April 28, 1900, date of death unknown but existing evidence points to May 1-May 2, 1945), aka "Gestapo Müller", was
head of the Gestapo, the political police of Nazi Germany, and played a leading role in the planning and execution of the Holocaust. He was
last seen in the Führerbunker in Berlin on May 1, 1945 and remains one of the few senior figures of the Nazi regime who was never captured
or confirmed to have died. (Source: http://anonymous-generaltopics.blogspot.com/2009/01/gestapo.html)

German workers examine the destroyed Beer Hall in Munich on November 9, 1939 after the assassination attempt on Hitler.
On the evening of November 8, 1939, a bomb exploded in Munich’s Bürgerbräukeller [Citizens’ Beer Hall] during a celebration marking the
16th anniversary of Hitler's Beer Hall Putsch. Several people were killed or injured. Hitler himself was not hurt. He had left the event a few
minutes earlier than planned. The bomb had been outfitted with a timer and installed behind the speaker's lectern in a pillar that perpetrator
Georg Elsner had spent weeks hollowing out. Elsner had been linked to a few Communist organizations in the 1920s, but was acting alone in
this instance. By assassinating Hitler, he hoped not only to kill one man but to destroy the entire Nazi regime, a dictatorship he had strongly
opposed for years on political and moral grounds. Elsner was arrested that very same evening and put into "protective custody." He was shot
to death in Dachau on April 9, 1945. By then, Hitler had survived a series of assassination attempts, mainly by individuals acting
independently. Nazi propaganda exploited these attempts by presenting them as evidence of Hitler's enjoyment of divine protection.
(Source: http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_image.cfm?image_id=1931)

Georg Elsner in 1939
On the evening of November 8, 1939, a bomb exploded in Munich’s Bürgerbräukeller [Citizens’ Beer Hall] during a celebration marking the
16th anniversary of Hitler's Beer Hall Putsch. Several people were killed or injured. Hitler himself was not hurt. He had left the event a few
minutes earlier than planned. Georg Elsner, the perpetrator of the attack, equipped the bomb with a timer and placed it behind the speaker’s
lectern in a pillar that he spent weeks hollowing out. Elsner had been linked to a few Communist organizations in the 1920s, but was acting
alone in this instance. By assassinating Hitler, he hoped not only to kill one man but to destroy the entire Nazi regime, a dictatorship he had
strongly opposed for years on political and moral grounds. Elsner was arrested that very same evening and put into "protective custody." He
was shot to death in Dachau on April 9, 1945. By then, Hitler had survived a series of assassination attempts, mainly by lone individuals. Nazi
propaganda exploited these attempts by presenting them as evidence of Hitler's enjoyment of divine protection.
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_image.cfm?image_id=1930

Heinrich Müller is at the extreme right in this November 27, 1939 photograph, apparently taken for propaganda purposes.
Shown from left to right are a minor SS functionary (Huber), and then four of the people most responsible for the Holocaust:
Arthur Nebe, Heinrich Himmler, Reinhardt Heydrich and Müller himself. According to the apparently 1939 archival caption,
these men are planning the investigation of the bomb assassination attempt on Adolf Hitler that occured in Munich on November
8, 1939. (Photo: German Federal Archives)
ADN-ZB-Archiv Der Reichsführer SS Heinrich Himmler bespricht [in München] mit dem Chef der Sicherheitspolizei Reinhard
Heydrich und dessen Mitarbeitern das bisherige Ermittlungsergebnis über den Bombenanschlag im Bürgerbräukeller in
München am 8.11.1939 und legt die Grundlinien für die weitere Bearbeitung fest. UBz: v.l.n.r.: SS-Obersturmbannführer Huber,
SS-Oberführer [Arthur] Nebe, Reichsführer-SS Heinrich Himmler, SS-Gruppenführer Reinhard Heydrich und SS-Oberführer
[Heinrich] Müller 27.11.1939 [Herausgabedatum] (Source: Wikipedia/German Federal Archives)

Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1939)
The theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) was one of the best-known representatives of the so-called Confessing Church [Bekennende
Kirche or BK]. With a membership base of some 3,000 pastors, the Confessing Church was the Protestant churches’ most significant attempt
at institutional resistance to the Nazi dictatorship. The Confessing Church declared racial ideology incompatible with Christianity, and protested
state control of ecclesiastical politics. Bonhoeffer also worked with resistance groups in the Wehrmacht's Office of Military Intelligence. On April
5, 1943, he was arrested and charged with undermining the strength of the military. Two years later, he was hanged in the Flossenbürg
concentration camp on April 9, 1945. Today he is known chiefly for the memorandum "Who Can Resist Temptation?" (December 1942), in
which he called on the German people to show courage and take responsibility before themselves and God. Photo by Rotraut Forberg
(Source: http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_image.cfm?image_id=1932)

November 8: Failed attempt to assassinate Hitler in Munich
Every year, on November 8, Hitler and the “veteran soldiers” of the National Socialist Party would gather to commemorate the
failed putsch of November 9, 1923. Hitler would usually begin his speech at 8:30 p.m., and would continue speaking until 10:00.
On November 8, 1939, Hitler decided to begin his speech approximately half an hour earlier than usual. He finished at 9:07, and
left the site. At 9:20, a bomb exploded and shook the beer hall. Hitler escaped an assassination attempt. Nine people were killed.
While Hitler had been speaking in Munich, a man by the name of Johann George Elser was arrested in Constance while
attempting to illegally cross the border into Switzerland. A number of suspicious items were found on his person, and he was
sent to be interrogated. When news of the assassination attempt was made known, the initial investigation pointed toward Elser,
who, after being tortured, confessed to having planted the bomb in Munich. Elser was sent to Sachsenhausen, and from there to
Dachau. In April 1945, he was murdered by order of high-ranking government officials.
Officials of the Nazi regime were convinced that Elser had been operating in conjunction with British intelligence. Opposition
forces, on the other hand, as well as many outside Germany, were convinced that Elser had, in fact, been employed by the
Gestapo as a provocation. Later research showed beyond doubt that Elser had actually operated on his own.
Elser, who was a carpenter by profession, thought that the Nazis’ rise to power had greatly damaged the labor conditions of the
working class. He was outraged by the fact that human beings were no longer free and that the education of children had been
taken out of their parents’ hands and turned over to such institutions as the Hitler Youth. He had decided to assassinate Hitler in
the wake of the Sudetenland crisis in 1938, in order to avert the war which he was convinced had become imminent. In August
1939, after the war broke out, he began to plan the assassination. He spent a month hiding in the beer hall after it had closed,
and dug a tunnel under a row of floor tiles. Every morning he would cover up the tunnel, and would leave the beer hall after it
had opened. When he had completed the tunnel, he planted the bomb, which was set on a timer.
(Source: http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_HOLocaust/chronology/1939-1941/1939/chronology_1939_18.html)

People's Court President Roland Freisler Presides over the Trial of the Participants in the July 20th Plot (August 8, 1944)
The July 20th plot was the most wide-ranging resistance action in the Third Reich. Correspondingly, its failure was a great triumph for the Nazi
regime. The Gestapo succeeded in unearthing large numbers of co-conspirators in the military, civilian, and church opposition. The Nazis'
revenge was not limited to active participants, but often included their family members as well. Additionally, the Nazi leadership used the failed
coup as an opportunity to eliminate other enemies through arbitrary arrests, mock trials, and executions. The Gestapo-led investigations
continued until the end of the war. Altogether, about 1,500 persons were arrested and 200 killed. The photo shows, from left to right, General
Hermann Reinecke, presiding judge Roland Freisler, and People's Court judge Lammele, who acted as associate judge.
(Source: http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_image.cfm?image_id=1939)

Hermann Goering and his henchmen investigate the conference room inside “Wolf’s Lair” on July 20, 1944, hours after a bomb detonated
inside. Adolf Hitler was injured from the bombing. (German Federal Archive)

Left photo: Count Claus Schenk von Stauffenberg was the German officer who attempted to assassinated Adolf Hitler on July 20, 1944; he
was sentenced to death by the Nazis for attempting to save Germany from total destruction.
Right photo: Raoul Wallenberg, Swedish diplomat who rescued countless Jews and others in Budapest, Hungary in 1944. Wallenberg was
captured by the Soviet Red Army and was reportedly sent to a prison in Moscow. The cause of Wallenberg’s death remains a mystery.

Nazi German officer Reinhard Gehlen (man in center) appears with his staff of Wermacht Counterintelligence Unit. (Bettmann/CORBIS)

Left photo: A Nazi German soldier aims his pistol at dead prisoners. (Photo: http://forum.boinaslava.net/showthread.php?t=5760)
Right photo: German Navy Grand Admiral Erich Raeder holds his baton at a rally. (Photo: http://ww2db.com/image.php?image_id=940)

"Cold and hot water immersion experiment claimed to be at Dachau concentration camp presided over by Professor Holzlohner (left) and Dr
Rascher (right). The subject (a prisoner who was forced to participate) is wearing a Luftwaffe garment. Note the floating blocks of ice." Taken
from: Hanauske-Abel, Hartmut M. "Not a Slippery Slope or Sudden Subversion: German Medicine and National Socialism in 1933." BMJ:
British Medical Journal 313(7070): 1453-1463. 7 December 1996. (Photo: Wikipedia)

Starved prisoners, nearly dead from hunger, pose in concentration camp in Ebensee, Austria. The camp was reputedly used for “scientific”
experiments. The concentration camp was liberated by the U.S. Army 80th Infantry Division. Adolf Hitler and the Nazis engaged in eugenics
experiments (i.e. “racial hygiene”, “population control”) in concentration camps before and during World War II. Adolf Hitler was inspired by
American eugenics movement and Margaret Sanger’s birth control movement that occurred in the early 1900s. (National Archives)

"Bones of anti-Nazi German women still are in the crematoriums in the German concentration camp at Weimar, Germany, taken by the 3rd
U.S. Army. Prisoners of all nationalities were tortured and killed." (Photo by Pfc. W. Chichersky, April 14, 1945.) 111-SC- 203461.
(ww2_182.jpg) (Photo: National Archives)

"A German girl is overcome as she walks past the exhumed bodies of some of the 800 slave workers murdered by SS guards near Namering,
Germany, and laid here so that townspeople may view the work of their Nazi leaders." (Photo by Cpl. Edward Belfer. May 17, 1945) 111-SC264895. (ww2_183.jpg) (Photo: National Archives)

Nazi German officers examine civilian prisoners at Auschwitz concentration camp. (Photo: Yad Vashem)

Left photo: A group of young stand behind barbed wires in a concentration camp after the concentration camp was liberated by the Soviet Red
Army in 1945.
Right photo: German college students Sophie Scholl and her brother Hans Scholl were beheaded by the Nazis in Munich, Germany on
February 22, 1943 for distributing leaflets in Munich University.

American Army Gen. George Patton (far left), American Army Gen. Omar Bradley (second from left), and American Army Gen. Dwight
Eisenhower (center), visit a liberated concentration camp in April 1945 as an officer explains how Nazi SS stormtroopers tortured Germans,
Poles, Christians, Jews, and other victims imprisoned in the concentration camps. (Photo: Harry S. Truman Presidential Library)

The Nazi Death Head symbol is a replica of the symbol of Skull & Bones, a secret society at Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut.

Left photo: Heinrich Himmler, Reichsführer-SS and chief of the German Police, is shown with an SS entourage at Mauthausen in 1941,
including Sepp Dietrich (left) and Karl Wolff (center). Skull and crossbones emblems can be seen on the SS officers’ hat.
Right photo: Joachim von Ribbentrop wears a skull and crossbones emblem on his hat.

Origins of the National Socialist German Workers’ Party

National Socialist German Workers’ Party (Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei, or NSDAP), known informally as the Nazi Party, was
established at the Fuerstenfelder Hof beer hall in Munich on January 5, 1919 by Anton Drexler (a toolmaker) and Karl Harrer (a journalist and a
member of the Thule Society). The NSDAP was originally founded as the German Workers’ Party (Deutsche Arbeiterpartei, or DAP); the
German Workers’ Party was renamed National Socialist German Workers’ Party in 1920. Adolf Hitler, who was a soldier in the Reichswehr
(German army), originally “joined” (infiltrated) the German Workers’ Party with the intent on spying on the new political party; Adolf Hitler was
impressed with the German Workers’ Party’s anti-Semitic (anti-Jewish) stance. Karl Harrer resigned from the German Workers’ Party in 1920;
Anton Drexler abandoned the National Socialist German Workers’ Party by 1923.

Anton Drexler

The party flag of the National Socialist German Workers’ Party (Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei)

The front cover of Adolf Hitler’s political manuscript Mein Kampf. Adolf Hitler wrote Mein Kampf while spending time in
prison following the failed Beer Hall Putsch in 1923, in response to the hyperinflation of the German mark that was initiated by
the Reichsbank, Germany’s central bank which led to massive unemployment.

Adolf Hitler appears with his early followers in an automobile during the Munich propaganda tour in 1923. (Photo: German Federal Archives)
http://adolfhitlerbestpictures.blogspot.com/search/label/Before%20The%20Power

The Odeonsplatz in Munich during the failed Beer Hall Putsch on November 9, 1923. (Photo: German Federal Archives)
http://www.europa-universalis.com/forum/showthread.php?t=452463

Nazi German stormtroopers dressed in military uniforms appear in front of the Marienplatz in Munich, Germany during the failed Beer Hall
Putsch on November 9, 1923. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

National Socialist SA men arrest Socialist city councilmen in Munich, Germany during the failed Beer Hall Putsch on November 9, 1923.
(German Federal Archives)

Participants of the failed Beer Hall Putsch of November 8-9, 1923 pose for a portrait in April 1924. Left to right: Pernet, Weber, Wilhelm Frick,
Kriebel, Field Marshal Erich von Ludendorff, Adolf Hitler, Bruckner, Ernst Rohm, and Wagner. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Adolf Hitler and Joseph Goebbels pose with local National Socialist German Workers' Party officials and “community organizers” in Hattingen,
Germany in 1926. (Photo: http://history1900s.about.com/library/holocaust/blhitler11.htm)

Adolf Hitler speaks at a secret meeting with leaders of the National Socialist German Workers' Party (Nationalsozialistische Deutsche
Arbeiterpartei, or NSDAP) in 1925.

Left photo: A poster advertising the Thule Society, an occult organization that promoted national socialism and eugenics.
Right photo: Adolf Hitler looks out of a barred window in Landsberg prison in Germany.

Original Hoffmann snapshot photograph of Adolf Hitler being driven in a car with some very early Sturm Abteilung (Storm Section, or SA)
uniformed troops. (Photo: http://adolfhitlerbestpictures.blogspot.com/search/label/Before%20The%20Power)

Adolf Hitler, the supreme leader of the banned SA, salutes during a parade in Brunswick [Braunschweig], Germany in February 1931.
(Photo: German Federal Archives) http://adolfhitlerbestpictures.blogspot.com/search/label/Before%20The%20Power

Adolf Hitler salutes at a Nazi (NSDAP) Party rally in Weimar, Germany in October 1930. Also present were the Minister of Thuringia Nazi Dr.
Frick, the Nazi Reichstag deputy, Dr. Joseph Goebbels (Berlin), Hermann Goering, and Rudolf Hess. (Photo: German Federal Archives)
http://adolfhitlerbestpictures.blogspot.com/search/label/Before%20The%20Power

Adolf Hitler appears in the inauguration of "Brown House" and the renovation of Palais Barlow in Munich, Germany in 1930.
(Photo: German Federal Archives) http://adolfhitlerbestpictures.blogspot.com/search/label/Before%20The%20Power

Adolf Hitler and friends (including Rudolf Hess) meet together at the Landsberg prison in the early 1920s.

Adolf Hitler appears at an event in the tennis hall at Fehrbelliner Square in January 1932. His entourage includes Hermann Goering (second
from left) and Joseph Goebbels (fifth from left, smiling). (Photo: German Federal Archives)
http://adolfhitlerbestpictures.blogspot.com/search/label/Before%20The%20Power

Adolf Hitler salutes during an election campaign in February 1932. (Photo: German Federal Archives)
http://adolfhitlerbestpictures.blogspot.com/search/label/Before%20The%20Power

Robert Ley and Adolf Hitler stand in front of a camera in the 1920s.

Left: Hitler, Goering, and Himmler meet at a private meeting.

Right: Hitler attends a Nazi rally.

Adolf Hitler, Joseph Goebbels, and Nazi stormtroopers (also known as the Brown Shirts) stand together on January 22, 1933.
(Photo: German Federal Archives)
Adolf Hitler and his National Socialist German Workers’ Party maintained a private army in direct violation of the Weimar
Constitution; The National Socialist German Workers’ Party and Hitler’s Brown Shirt (SA stormtrooper) private army was
financed primarily by prominent American businessmen and companies – including Prescott S. Bush, Roland Harriman, Averell
Harriman, Paul Warburg, Felix Warburg, and partners of J.P. Morgan & Co. – and German financiers and industrialists such as
the Krupp family, Fritz Thyssen, and shareholders of the Hamburg Amerika Line (HAPAG), Deutsche-Amerikanische
Petroleum A.G. (DAPAG) (Standard Oil subsidiary in Germany), Consolidated Silesian Steel Corporation, SilesianAmerican Corporation, American Ship and Commerce Company, Holland-American Trading Company, Steamless Steel
Corporation, and Harriman International Company.

Corporate sponsors of the National Socialist German Workers’ Party and the Third Reich, left to right:
Fritz Thyssen, Owen D. Young, Roland Harriman, Prescott S. Bush, Henry Ford, and Thomas J. Watson

Germany’s Chancellor Adolf Hitler meets with his Cabinet in Berlin, Germany on January 30, 1933. Adolf Hitler was
inaugurated Chancellor of Germany on January 30, 1933. Seated, from left to right: Hermann Goering (the Reich Commissioner
for Air and the Prussian Interior Ministry), Adolf Hitler (Chancellor), and Franz von Papen (Vice Chancellor). Standing, left to
right: Franz Seldte (Labor Minister), Dr. Günther Gereke, Lutz Graf Schwerin von Krosigk (Finance Minister), Wilhelm Frick
(Reichsminister), Werner von Blomberg (Minister of Defense), and Alfred Hugenberg (Economic and Food Minister).
(Photo: German Federal Archives)

Nazi German financier Fritz Thyssen appears with Adolf Hitler (left) and Hermann Goering (right, wearing a bowtie). Fritz Thyssen wrote a
book called “I Paid Hitler.” American bankers Prescott S. Bush and Roland Harriman were directors of Union Banking Corporation before
World War II; the Union Banking Corporation maintained Nazi German financier Fritz Thyssen’s “nest egg” of $3,000,000 in 1941.

German citizens observe the Reichstag building in Berlin, Germany on February 28, 1933, hours after the Reichstag was set on fire the
previous night. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Before the Reich Court in Leipzig: The defendant Marinus van der Lubbe (1909-1934) with his Interpreter on September 24, 1933. The
Reichstag Fire Trial, which was held from September 21 to December 23, 1933, was a failure for the Nazi leadership. To ensure the desired
outcome months before the trial even started, Hitler had persuaded Reich President Hindenburg to pass the "Reich Law Regarding the
Imposition and Execution of Capital Punishment" of March 29, 1933. According to this law, crimes such as arson and high treason were
punishable by death, retroactive to January 31, 1933. But it could not be proven that Torgler, Dimitrov, Popov, and Tanev were guilty as
charged, and all four were acquitted. Nonetheless, the Reich Court emphasized its conviction that the Reichstag fire was indeed part of a
Communist Party plot and signaled its support for the "Reichstag Fire Decree" of February 28, 1933, which it viewed as justifiable. Torgler
remained in "protective custody" until 1935. The Bulgarian Communists were deported to the Soviet Union. In 1946, Dimitrov became the
second Bulgarian prime minister. Only Marinus van der Lubbe was convicted of high treason and arson, condemned to death, and executed.
(Photo: http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_image.cfm?image_id=2265)

Mind control and mental hygiene at work: Members of the Nazi Party in Berlin in 1933 burn books Adolf Hitler consider a
threat to the “Ayran race”.

Members of the Nazi Party in Berlin in 1933 burn unauthorized books and novels.

Paul von Hindenburg (front) and Adolf Hitler (background) appear in front of the Reichstag in Berlin on February 25, 1934.
(Photo: German Federal Archives)

Left photo: Hermann Goering watches Adolf Hitler greets Paul von Hindenburg on February 25, 1934.
Right photo: Hermann Goering (left), dressed in a business suit, walks with Nazi SS chief Heinrich Himmler.

Germany’s outgoing President Paul von Hindenburg (left) and Germany’s Chancellor Adolf Hitler ride in a limousine on their way to a rally in
Lustgarten in Berlin, Germany on May 1, 1933. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Germany’s Chancellor Adolf Hitler shakes hands and bows to Germany’s President Paul von Hindenburg in Berlin on March 21, 1933.
(Photo: German Federal Archives)

The Twenty-five Point Program of the NSDAP, 1920
Edited by: Dr. Robert Ley
Published by: Central Publishing House of the N.S.D.A.P.
Franz Eher, successor Munich
The program is the political foundation of the NSDAP and accordingly the primary political law of the State. It has been made brief and clear
intentionally. All legal precepts must be applied in the spirit of the party program. Since the taking over of control, the Fuehrer has
succeeded in the realization of essential portions of the Party program from the fundamentals to the detail. The Party Program of the NSDAP
was proclaimed on the 24 February 1920 by Adolf Hitler at the first large Party gathering in Munich and since that day has remained
unaltered. Within the national socialist philosophy is summarized in 25 points:
1. We demand the unification of all Germans in the Greater Germany on the basis of the right of self-determination of peoples.
2. We demand equality of rights for the German people in respect to the other nations; abrogation of the peace treaties of Versailles and St.
Germain.
3. We demand land and territory (colonies) for the sustenance of our people, and colonization for our surplus population.
4. Only a member of the race can be a citizen. A member of the race can only be one who is of German blood, without consideration of creed.
Consequently no Jew can be a member of the race.
5. Whoever has no citizenship is to be able to live in Germany only as a guest, and must be under the authority of legislation for foreigners.
6. The right to determine matters concerning administration and law belongs only to the citizen. Therefore we demand that every public
office, of any sort whatsoever, whether in the Reich, the county or municipality, be filled only by citizens. We combat the corrupting
parliamentary economy, office-holding only according to party inclinations without consideration of character or abilities.
7. We demand that the state be charged first with providing the opportunity for a livelihood and way of life for the citizens. If it is impossible
to sustain the total population of the State, then the members of foreign nations (non-citizens) are to be expelled from the Reich.
8. Any further immigration of non-citizens is to be prevented. We demand that all non-Germans, who have immigrated to Germany since the
2 August 1914, be forced immediately to leave the Reich.
9. All citizens must have equal rights and obligations.
10. The first obligation of every citizen must be to work both spiritually and physically. The activity of individuals is not to counteract the
interests of the universality, but must have its result within the framework of the whole for the benefit of all Consequently we demand:
11. Abolition of unearned (work and labour) incomes. Breaking of rent-slavery.
12. In consideration of the monstrous sacrifice in property and blood that each war demands of the people personal enrichment through a war
must be designated as a crime against the people. Therefore we demand the total confiscation of all war profits.
13. We demand the nationalization of all (previous) associated industries (trusts).
14. We demand a division of profits of all heavy industries.
15. We demand an expansion on a large scale of old age welfare.
16. We demand the creation of a healthy middle class and its conservation, immediate communalization of the great warehouses and their
being leased at low cost to small firms, the utmost consideration of all small firms in contracts with the State, county or municipality.
17. We demand a land reform suitable to our needs, provision of a law for the free expropriation of land for the purposes of public utility,
abolition of taxes on land and prevention of all speculation in land.
18. We demand struggle without consideration against those whose activity is injurious to the general interest. Common national criminals,
usurers, Schieber and so forth are to be punished with death, without consideration of confession or race.
19. We demand substitution of a German common law in place of the Roman Law serving a materialistic world-order.

20. The state is to be responsible for a fundamental reconstruction of our whole national education program, to enable every capable and
industrious German to obtain higher education and subsequently introduction into leading positions. The plans of instruction of all
educational institutions are to conform with the experiences of practical life. The comprehension of the concept of the State must be striven
for by the school [Staatsbuergerkunde] as early as the beginning of understanding. We demand the education at the expense of the State of
outstanding intellectually gifted children of poor parents without consideration of position or profession.
21. The State is to care for the elevating national health by protecting the mother and child, by outlawing child-labor, by the encouragement
of physical fitness, by means of the legal establishment of a gymnastic and sport obligation, by the utmost support of all organizations
concerned with the physical instruction of the young.
22. We demand abolition of the mercenary troops and formation of a national army.
23. We demand legal opposition to known lies and their promulgation through the press. In order to enable the provision of a German press,
we demand, that: a. All writers and employees of the newspapers appearing in the German language be members of the race: b. Non-German
newspapers be required to have the express permission of the State to be published. They may not be printed in the German language: c. NonGermans are forbidden by law any financial interest in German publications, or any influence on them, and as punishment for violations the
closing of such a publication as well as the immediate expulsion from the Reich of the non-German concerned. Publications which are
counter to the general good are to be forbidden. We demand legal prosecution of artistic and literary forms which exert a destructive
influence on our national life, and the closure of organizations opposing the above made demands.
24. We demand freedom of religion for all religious denominations within the state so long as they do not endanger its existence or oppose
the moral senses of the Germanic race. The Party as such advocates the standpoint of a positive Christianity without binding itself
confessionally to any one denomination. It combats the Jewish-materialistic spirit within and around us, and is convinced that a lasting
recovery of our nation can only succeed from within on the framework: common utility precedes individual utility.
25. For the execution of all of this we demand the formation of a strong central power in the Reich. Unlimited authority of the central
parliament over the whole Reich and its organizations in general. The forming of state and profession chambers for the execution of the laws
made by the Reich within the various states of the confederation. The leaders of the Party promise, if necessary by sacrificing their own lives,
to support by the execution of the points set forth above without consideration.
Adolf Hitler proclaimed the following explanation for this program on the 13 April 1928:
Explanation
Regarding the false interpretations of Point 17 of the program of the NSDAP on the part of our opponents, the following definition is
necessary: "Since the NSDAP stands on the platform of private ownership it happens that the passage" gratuitous expropriation concerns only
the creation of legal opportunities to expropriate if necessary, land which has been illegally acquired or is not administered from the viewpoint of the national welfare. This is directed primarily against the Jewish land-speculation companies.
Source:
Nazi Conspiracy and Aggression Volume IV
Office of the United States Chief Counsel for Prosecution of Axis Criminality
Washington, DC : United States Government Printing Office, 1946
USMARC Cataloging Record
http://www.uncp.edu/home/rwb/Nazi_Party_Program.html

“I have learned a great deal from Marxism. I admit that without hesitation. Not from that boring social theory and
materialist conception of history, not at all from that absurd nonsense…But I’ve learned from their methods. Only I serious
went about doing what these little tradesmen and secretary minds timidly started. The whole of National Socialism is implicit in
that. Just examine it closely…These new methods of political struggle do go back to the Marxists in their essentials. I needed
only to take over these methods and develop them, and in essentials I had what we needed. I needed only to pursue consistently
what the Social Democrats interrupted ten times over, because they wanted to carry out their revolution within the framework of
a democracy. National Socialism is what Marxism could have been had it freed itself from the absurd, artificial link with
a democratic system.” – Adolf Hitler, from the book Hitler by Joachim C. Fest, p. 126

“In the period 1924-1930 the party continued, without any real growth, as a “lunatic fringe,” subsidized by the industrialists. Among
the chief contributors to the party in this period were Carl Bechstein (Berlin piano manufacturer), August Borsig (Berlin locomotive
manufacturer), Emil Kirdorf (general manager of the Rhenish-Westphalian Coal Syndicate), Fritz Thyssen (owner of the United Steel
Works and president of the German Industrial Council) and Albert Vögler (general manager of the Gelsenkirchen Iron and Steel
Company and formerly general manager of United Steel Works). During this period neither Hitler nor his supporters were seeking to
create a mass movement. That did not come until 1930. But during this earlier period the party itself was steadily centralized, and the
Leftish elements (like the Strasser brothers) were weakened or eliminated. In April 1927, Hitler spoke to 400 industrialists in Essen; in
April 1928, he addressed a similar group of landlords from east of the Elbe; in January 1932 came one of his greatest triumphs when
he spoke for 3 hours to the Industrial Club of Düsseldorf and won support and financial contributions from that powerful group. By
that date he was seeking to build his movement into a mass political party capable of sweeping him into office. This project failed. As
we have indicated, by the end of 1932 much of the financial support from industry had been cut off by Papen, and party membership
was falling away, chiefly to the Communists. To stop this decline, Hitler agreed to become chancellor in a Cabinet in which there
would be only three Nazis among eleven members. Papen hoped in this way to control the Nazis and to obtain from them the popular
support which Papen had so sorely lacked in his own chancellorship in 1932. But Papen was far too clever for his own good. He,
Hugenberg, Hindenburg, and the rest of the intriguers had underestimated Hitler. The latter, in return for Hugenberg's acceptance of
new elections on March 5, 1933, promised that there would be no Cabinet changes whatever the outcome of the voting. In spite of the
fact that the Nazis obtained only 44 per cent of the ballots in the new election, Hitler became dictator of Germany within eighteen
months.” – Tragedy and Hope by Carroll Quigley, p. 435-436
One of the chief reasons for this success rests on the position of Prussia within Germany. Prussia was the greatest of the fourteen states
of Germany. Covering almost two-thirds of the country, it included both the great rural areas of the east and the great industrial areas
of the west. Thus it included the most conservative as well as the most progressive portions of Germany. While its influence was
almost as great under the republic as it had been under the empire, this influence was of quite a different character, having changed
from the chief bulwark of conservatism in the earlier period to the chief area of progressivism in the later period. This change w as
made possible by the large numbers of enlightened groups in the Rhenish areas of Prussia, but chiefly by the fact that the so-called
Weimar Coalition of Social Democrats, Center Party, and Liberal Democrats remained unbroken in Prussia from 1918 to 1932. As a
consequence of this alliance, a Social Democrat, Otto Braun. held the position of prime minister of Prussia for almost the whole period
1920-1932, and Prussia was the chief obstacle in the path of the Nazis and of reaction in the critical days after 1930. As part of this
movement the Prussian Cabinet in 1930 refused to allow either Communists or Nazis to hold municipal offices in Prussia, prohibited
Prussian civil servants from holding membership in either of these two parties, and forbade the use of the Nazi uniform. This obstacle
to extremism was removed on July 20, 1932, when Hindenburg, by presidential decree based on Article 48, appointed Papen
commissioner for Prussia. Papen at once dismissed the eight members of the Prussian parliamentary Cabinet and granted their
governmental functions to men named by himself. The dismissed ministers were removed from their offices by the power of the army,
but at once challenged the legality of this action before the German Supreme Court at Leipzig. By its verdict of October 25, 1932, the
court decided for the removed officials. In spite of this decision, Hitler, after only a week in the chancellorship, was able to obtain
from Hindenburg a new decree which removed the Prussian ministers from office once more and conferred their powers on the federal
vice-chancellor, Papen. Control of the police administration was conferred on Hermann Goring. The Nazis already held, through
Wilhelm Frick, control of the Reich Ministry of Interior and thus of the national police powers. Thus Hitler, by February 7th, had
control of the police powers both of the Reich and of Prussia. Using this advantage, the Nazis began a twofold assault on the
opposition. Goring and Frick worked under a cloak of legality from above, while Captain Rohm in command of the Nazi Party storm
troops worked without pretense of legality from below. All uncooperative police officials were retired, removed, or given vacations
and were replaced by Nazi substitutes, usually Storm Troop leaders. On February 4, 1933, Hindenburg signed an emergency decree
which gave the government the right to prohibit or control any meetings, uniforms, or newspapers. In this way most opposition
meetings and newspapers were prevented from reaching the public. This attack on the opposition from above was accompanied by a
violent assault from below, carried out by the SA. In desperate attacks in which eighteen Nazis and fifty-one opposition were killed, all
Communist, most Socialist, and many Center Party meetings were disrupted. In spite of all this, it was evident a week before the
election that the German people were not convinced. Accordingly, under circumstances which are still mysterious, a plot was worked
out to burn the Reichstag building and blame the Communists. Most of the plotters were homosexuals and were able to persuade a
degenerate moron from Holland named Van der Lubbe to go with them. After the building was set on fire, Van der Lubbe was left
wandering about in it and was arrested by the police. The government at once arrested four Communists, including the party leader in
the Reichstag (Ernst Torgler). The day following the fire (February 28, 1933) Hindenburg signed a decree suspending all civil liberties
and giving the government power to invade any personal privacy, including the right to search private homes or confiscate property. At
once all Communist members of the Reichstag, as well as thousands of others, were arrested, and all Communist and Social-Democrat
papers were suspended for two weeks. The true story of the Reichstag fire was kept secret only with difficulty. Several persons who
knew the truth, including a Nationalist Reichstag member, Dr. Oberfohren, were murdered in March and April to prevent their
circulating the true story. Most of the Nazis who were in on the plot were murdered by Goring during the “blood purge” of June 30,
1934. The four Communists who were directly charged with the crime were acquitted by the regular German courts, although Van der
Lubbe was convicted.” – Tragedy and Hope by Carroll Quigley, p. 436-438

“In spite of these drastic measures, the election of March 5, 1933, was a failure from the Nazi point of view. Hitler's party
received only 288 of 647 seats, or 43.9 percent of the total vote. The Nationalists obtained only 8 percent. The Communists
obtained 81 seats, a decrease of 19, but the Socialists obtained 125, an increase of 4. The Center Party fell from 89 to 74, and the
People's Party from 11 to 2. The Nationalists stayed at 52 seats. In the simultaneous election to the Prussian Diet, the Nazis
obtained 211 and the Nationalists 43 out of 474 seats. The period from the election of March 5, 1933, to the death of
Hindenburg on August 2, 1934, is generally called the Period of Coordination (Gleichschaltung). The process was carried on,
like the electoral campaign just finished, by illegal actions from below and legalistic actions from above. From below, on March
7th throughout Germany, the SA swept away much of the opposition by violence, driving it into hiding. They marched to most
offices of trade unions, periodicals, and local governments, smashing them up, expelling their occupants, and raising the
swastika flag. Minister of the Interior Wilhelm Frick condoned these actions by naming Nazis as police presidents in various
German states (Baden, Saxony, Württemburg, Bavaria), including General von Epp in Bavaria. These men then proceeded to use
their police powers to seize control of the apparatus of state government. The new Reichstag met on March 23rd at the Kroll
Opera House. In order to secure a majority, the Nazis excluded from the session all of the Communist and 30 Socialist members,
about 109 in all. The rest were asked to pass an “enabling act” which would give the government for four years the right to
legislate by decree, without the need for the presidential signature, as in Article 48, and without constitutional restrictions except
in respect to the powers of the Reichstag, the Reichsrat, and the presidency. Since this law required a two-third majority, it
could have been beaten if only a small group of the Center Party had voted against it. To be sure, Hitler made it very clear that
he was prepared to use violence against all who refused to cooperate with him, but his power to do so on a clear-cut
constitutional issue in March 1933 was much less than it became later, since violence from him on such a question might well
have arrayed the president and the Reichswehr against him. In spite of Hitler's intimidating speech, Otto Wels of the Social
Democrats rose to explain why his party refused to support the bill. He was followed by Monsignor Kaas of the Center Party
who explained that his Catholic Group would support it. The vote in favor of the bill was more than sufficient, being 441-94,
with the Social Democrats forming the solid minority. Thus, this weak, timid, doctrinaire, and ignorant group redeemed
themselves by their courage after the eleventh hour had passed. Under this “Enabling Act” the government issued a series of
revolutionary decrees in the next few months. The diets of all the German states, except Prussia (which had had its own election
on March 5th) were reconstituted in the proportions of votes in the national election of March 5th, except that the Communists
were thrown out. Each party was given its quota of members and allowed to name the individual members on a purely party
basis. A similar procedure was applied to local governments. Thus the Nazis received a majority in each body. A decree of
April 7th gave the Reich government the right to name a governor of each German state. This was a new official empowered to
enforce the policies of the Reich government even to the point of dismissing the state governments, including the prime
ministers, diets, and the hitherto irremovable judges. This right was used in each state to make a Nazi governor and a Nazi prime
minister. In Bavaria, for example, the two were Epp and Rohm, while in Prussia the two were Hitler and Goring. In many states
the governor was the district leader of the Nazi Party, and where he was not, he was subject to that leader's orders. By a later law
of January 30, 1934, the diets of the states were abolished; the sovereign powers of the states were transferred to the Reich; and
the governors were made subordinates of the Reich Ministry of the Interior. All the political parties except the Nazis were
abolished in May, June, and July 1933. The Communists had been outlawed on February 28th. The Social Democrats were
enjoined from all activities on June 22nd, and were expelled from various governing bodies on July 7th. The German State Party
(Democratic Party) and the German People’s Party were dissolved on June 28th and July 4th. The Bavarian People's Party was
smashed by the Storm Troopers on June 22nd, and disbanded itself on July 4th. The Center Party did the same on the following
day. A series of pitched battles between the SA and the Stahlhelm in April-June 1933 ended with the absorption of the latter into
the Nazi Party. The Nationalists were smashed by violence on June 21st; Hugenberg was unable to penetrate the SA guard
around Hindenburg to protest; and on June 28th his party was dissolved. Finally, on July 14, 1933, the Nazi Party was declared
to be the only recognized party in Germany.”
– Tragedy and Hope by Carroll Quigley, p. 438-440

UNHOLY ALLIANCE:
NATIONAL SOCIALISM & THE VATICAN

Adolf Hitler greets a Vatican priest at a Nazi Party rally. The Vatican priests assisted some of the Nazi war criminals in escaping to South
America through the infamous “ratlines” and providing the Nazi war criminals with false papers.

Adolf Hitler converses with the Papal Nuncio, Archbishop Cesare Orsenigo, at a New Year's reception in Berlin on January 1, 1935.

Joseph Goebbels (standing at far right) and a group of Vatican priests display the Sieg Heil at a church.

Pope Pius XII is seen walking on a red carpet as Nazi German soldiers salute to the Pope. (Getty Images)
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/debates/2986885/Pope-defends-wartime-predecessor-over-Nazi-claims.html

Adolf Hitler displays the infamous Sieg Hiel salute at Nazi Party rally in Nuremberg, Germany some time in 1928.
(Source: National Archives Collection of Foreign Records Seized, Heinrich Hoffman collection)

UNHOLY ALLIANCE:
NATIONAL SOCIALISM & COMMUNISM

Soviet Russian Foreign Minister Vyacheslav Molotov signs the German-Soviet nonaggression pact in Moscow on August 23, 1939 as Nazi
German Foreign Minister Joachim von Ribbentrop (center) and Soviet Commissar Josef Stalin stand behind Molotov. (National Archives)

Soviet terrorist Josef Stalin and Nazi terrorist Joachim von Ribbentrop laugh as V.M. Molotov signs the non-aggression treaty.

Soviet Foreign Minister Vyacheslav Molotov and Adolf Hitler have a pleasant conversation in Berlin in November 1940.

Soviet Russia’s Communist dictator Joe Stalin shakes hands with Nazi German Foreign Minister Joachim von
Ribbentrop in Moscow, Soviet Russia on August 23, 1939. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Soviet Foreign Minister Vyacheslav Molotov greets Nazi German Foreign Minister Joachim von Ribbentrop in Berlin on November 14, 1940 as
Gustav Hilger (center) serves as a translator for Joachim von Ribbentrop. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Nazi German Field Marshal Johann Keitel and Nazi German Foreign Minister Joachim Von Ribbentrop (left to right) escort Soviet Russian
Foreign Minister Vyacheslav Molotov to his train at the Anhalter Station in Berlin as he leaves to return to Moscow after most recent of his
"history making" visits with Adolf Hitler on December 4, 1940. (Bettmann/CORBIS)

NAZI GERMANY & INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Nazi Germany’s dictator Adolf Hitler stand on a patio with H.H. Kung (left), Nationalist China’s Minister of Finance (19331944) and Governor of the Central Bank of China (1933-1945), during Kung’s visit to Berchtesgaden, Germany in 1937. H.H.
Kung was married to Soong Ai-ling, the sister of Madame Chiang Kai-shek (Soong Mei-ling). Nazi German officers trained
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek’s army during the 1930s; Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek’s adopted son Chiang Wei-kuo served
in the Wehrmacht and participated in the Anschluss. H.H. Kung earned a Bachelor of Arts degree at Oberlin College in 1906
and a Master of Arts degree at Yale University in 1907. (Time Life photo)

The Duke and Duchess of Windsor walk with Adolf Hitler.

The Duke of Windsor (former King Edward VIII of Great Britain) and his wife Duchess of Windsor (Wallis Simpson) visit Adolf Hitler, the
“Fuhrer” of Nazi Germany, in 1937. (Photo: London Telegraph)

British diplomat Lord Halifax (center) is seen riding in a carriage with Hermann Goering (right) in October 1937.
(Photo: German Federal Archives/Bundesarchiv)

A group of Nazi German army officers celebrate a toast with a group of Imperial Japanese army officers during World War II.

Left to right: Reichsbank President and Nazi German Economics Minister Hjalmar Schacht, former U.S. President Herbert Hoover, and
American Ambassador to Nazi Germany Hugh R. Wilson dress for the occasion at a reception held in Berlin on March 8, 1938. Herbert
Hoover and Hugh R. Wilson were members of the COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS. Hugh R. Wilson was a member of SKULL &
BONES at Yale University; Herbert Hoover was a member of the BOHEMIAN GROVE in California. (Austrian Archives/CORBIS)

Former U.S. President Herbert Hoover visits Nazi Germany’s dictator Adolf Hitler in Berlin in 1938. Herbert Hoover was a
member of the Council on Foreign Relations and the Republican Party at the time this photo was taken. (CORBIS photo)

U.S. Under Secretary of State Sumner Welles confers with Nazi German Foreign Minister Joachim von Ribbentrop in Berlin.
(Bettmann/CORBIS)
Field Marshal Hermann Wilhelm Goering is shown exhibiting some of his treasured paintings in Berlin to Sumner Welles, the United States
Undersecretary of State, on the occasion when the latter visited Berlin on his fact finding tour on March 19, 1940. Welles was Goering's guest
at the Marshal's estate, Karinhall, outside Berlin. The Undersecretary is scheduled to sail from Italy tomorrow, bringing back to President
Roosevelt, a complete report of his findings in war-torn Europe. Sumner Welles was a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.
(Bettmann/CORBIS)

Adolf Hitler shakes hands with King Prajadhipok of Siam [also known as King Rama VII of Thailand] at Templehof Airport in Berlin, Germany
on July 14, 1934. (International News Photo credit) (Photo: http://adolfhitlerbestpictures.blogspot.com/search/label/As%20a%20Diplomat)

King Prajadhipok of Siam [also known as King Rama VII of Thailand] and Queen Ramphaiphanni of Siam appear with
Konstantin von Neurath in Berlin, Germany in July 1934. King Prajadhipok of Siam abdicated his throne the following year.
(Photo: German Federal Archives)

Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini ride together in Munich, Germany in June 1940. (National Archives)

Pictures of Soviet Foreign Minister Vyacheslav Molotov's state visit to Berlin on November 12, 1940 were taken from the personal album of
Joachim Von Ribbentrop and released for the first time. This is the reception at the Kaiserhof Hotel in Berlin. Left to right, Molotov, Erick, an
interpreter, Nazi Germany’s Foreign Minister Joachim von Ribbentrop, and SS chief Heinrich Himmler. (Bettmann/CORBIS)

Adolf Hitler (right) chats with Count Teleki, one of the signers of the pact aligning Hungary with the Axis powers, while other
diplomats look on after the ceremony on December 30, 1940. From left to right: Count Teleki of Hungary, Italian Foreign Minister
Count Galeazzo Ciano, Hungarian Foreign Minister Count Csaky, and Japanese ambassador Saburo Kurusu.

U.S. Ambassador to Nazi Germany William E. Dodd (right) meets with Chief Nazi Propagandist Josef Goebbels in Berlin on
March 14, 1934. William E. Dodd was a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.

Left photo: David Lloyd George (left), the former Prime Minister of Great Britain, and Nazi German war criminal Adolf Hitler pose for a
photograph on the Obersalzburg during George's second visit with Hitler on June 7, 1936. Nazi German Foreign Minister Joachim von
Ribbentrop is seen standing in the rear between Adolf Hitler and David Lloyd George.

British society hostess Unity Mitford (left) and her sister Lady Diana Mosley Mitford (right) appear with SS Stormtroopers at the
Nuremberg Nazi Party rally in September 1937. Lady Diana Mosley Mitford would be imprisoned by the British during World
War II. Lady Diana Mosley Mitford’s husband Oswald Mosley was a British Member of Parliament (House of Commons) who
founded the British Union of Fascists.

Adolf Hitler (left) appears with British Nazi sympathizer Unity Mitford.

Vichy France’s puppet dictator Pierre Laval (left) meets with Adolf Hitler.

Adolf Hitler shakes hands with Vichy French leader Marshal Philippe Petain at Montroire, Vichy France on October 24, 1940.

Nazi SS chief Heinrich Himmler (second from left) appears alongside Spain’s fascist dictator Francisco Franco in October 1940.
(Photo: German Federal Archives)

Spain’s fascist dictator Francisco Franco (center) meets with Italy’s fascist dictator Benito Mussolini (right).

Adolf Hitler watches Spain’s dictator Francisco Franco salutes to a group of Nazi German soldiers in 1940.

Nazi German dictator Adolf Hitler (right) shakes hands with Spanish dictator Generalissimo Francisco Franco (second from left)
in Hendaye, France on October 23, 1940. (Photo: Time Life)

Nazi Germany’s dictator Adolf Hitler (left) shakes hands with Fascist Spain’s dictator Generalissimo Francisco Franco (right)
during Hitler’s only official meeting with Franco in Hendaye, France on October 23, 1940 as an unidentified German officer looks
on. (Photo: Time Life)

Adolf Hitler walks with Finland’s Marshal Carl Gustav Freiherr von Mannerheim.

Adolf Hitler greets King Boris of Bulgaria in Germany in 1940.

Charles Lindbergh shakes hands with a Nazi German officer in Nazi Germany in 1937.

American aviator Charles Lindbergh (left) and Ford Motor Co. chief Henry Ford (right) receive an award from the Nazi German regime.

Herman Goering (right) presents a ceremonial sword to American aviator Charles Lindbergh in Berlin on August 3, 1936. (Bettmann/CORBIS)

Luftwaffe commander Hermann Goering (center) stands with Charles Lindbergh (left of Goering) at a reception during the American aviator's
visit to Nazi Germany on July 28, 1936; his wife Anne Morrow Lindbergh is to the right, in white jacket and print dress. (CORBIS)

American aviator Charles Lindbergh and his wife Anne Morrow Lindbergh visit Hermann Goering in Nazi Germany. Anne Morrow Lindbergh’s
father was Dwight W. Morrow, a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.

Charles Lindbergh visits Nazi Germany.

FASCISM IN GERMANY

A rare color photo of Berlin and the Brandenburg Gate during the 1930s

Adolf Hitler salutes during a military parade honoring his 50th birthday in Berlin, Germany on April 20, 1939. (Photo: Hugo Jaeger/Time Life)

Adolf Hitler salutes during a military parade honoring his 50th birthday in Berlin, Germany on April 20, 1939. (Photo: Hugo Jaeger/Time Life)

Adolf Hitler (center) salutes the marching Kriegsmarine (German Navy) sailors.
(Photo: http://adolfhitlerbestpictures.blogspot.com/search/label/Parades%20and%20Marching)

Adolf Hitler saluting leaders & men of the Legion Condor, German Luftwaffe troops which fought alongside Spanish Nationalist troops in the
Spanish Civil war, during a rally in Berlin on June 6, 1939 held in their honor upon their return. (Photo: Hugo Jaeger/Life Magazine)

A rare color photo of a Nazi rally.

Annual midnight swearing-in of SS stormtroopers takes place at the Feldherrnhalle in Munich in 1938.
(Photo: http://pictureshistory.blogspot.com/2009/11/rare-pictures-of-nazi-germany-part-2.html)

A torchlight parade is held in Nuremberg, Germany during the 1938 Reichs Party Congress.
(Photo: http://pictureshistory.blogspot.com/2009/11/rare-color-pictures-from-nazi-germany.html)

Downtown Berlin is illuminated at midnight in honor of Adolf Hitler's 50th birthday on April 20, 1939 as the Brandenburg Gate is decorated with
the Nazi Party flag. (Photo: http://pictureshistory.blogspot.com/2009/11/rare-pictures-of-nazi-germany-part-2.html)

Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini appear at Munich railway station in Munich, Germany in September 1938. Benito Mussolini had arrived to
attend the Munich conference. (Photo: http://pictureshistory.blogspot.com/2009/11/rare-color-pictures-from-nazi-germany.html)

German soldiers in the Wehrmacht celebrate Adolf Hitler's birthday in Berlin, Nazi Germany on April 20, 1939.
(Photo: http://pictureshistory.blogspot.com/2009/11/rare-color-pictures-from-nazi-germany.html)

A Military parade celebrating Adolf Hitler’s 50th birthday is held in front of the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin, Nazi Germany on April
20, 1939. (Photo: http://pictureshistory.blogspot.com/2009/11/rare-pictures-of-nazi-germany-part-2.html)

The Nazi German soldiers carry a swastika banner.

Adolf Hitler delivers a speech at the Lustgarden in Berlin in May 1938. (Photo: Time Life)
http://adolfhitlerbestpictures.blogspot.com/search/label/Demagog

Adolf Hitler appears at cornerstone ceremony for the Fallersleben Volkswagen Works in Fallersleben, Germany on June 25, 1938.
(Photo: Hugo Jaeger/Time Life)

Adolf Hitler at a Blood Flag ceremony. Behind him is the bearer of Blood Flag, Jakob Grimminger.
(Photo: http://adolfhitlerbestpictures.blogspot.com/search/label/Blood%20Flag%20Ceremony)

Chancellor Adolf Hitler salutes as he receives an enthusiastic welcome upon his entrance into Danzig, Poland on September 19, 1939, after
Polish resistance to the German forces had been crushed. Hitler spoke that evening for an hour and a quarter in a brightly illuminated Danzig,
outlining his "peace offensive". (Photo: http://adolfhitlerbestpictures.blogspot.com/search/label/A%20Collection%20of%20Cars)

Opening Ceremony for Eleventh Nuremberg Rally in Nuremberg, Germany on September 7, 1937. In the front row in the Luitpoldhalle stand
(l.to r.) Heinrich Himmler, Viktor Lutze, Adolf Hitler, Rudolf Hess, and Julius Streicher. (Austrian Archives/CORBIS)

Adolf Hitler appears with (left to right) Joseph Gobbels, Heinrich Himmler, and Rudolph Hess at a pre-war conference in Berlin in circa 1937.
(Hulton-Deutsch Collection/CORBIS)

Heinrich Himmler, Reichsfuhrer-SS, reviews Vienna’s police units during Anschluss in Vienna, Austria on March 17, 1938. (© CORBIS)

Adolf Hitler, the newly appointed German Chancellor, stands with senior members of the Nazi Party in Berlin on January 21, 1933. Senior
Nazi Party members in this photo include Josef Goebbels, Ernst Rohm (rear, center), Hermann Goering, and Heinrich Himmler (right).
(© Hulton-Deutsch Collection/CORBIS)

Nazi war criminal Otto Skorzeny (second from left), a Nazi SS Stormtrooper, appears at a Nazi Party banquet on October 3, 1943.
(Photo: German Federal Archives)

Imperial Japan’s Foreign Minister Yosuke Matsuoka (left) meets with Field Marshal Wilhelm Keitel (center) and Ambassador Heinrich Georg
Stahmer (right) in Berlin, Germany on March 28, 1941. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Nazi SS chief Heinrich Himmler delivers a speech in October 1944. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Nazi SS chief Heinrich Himmler (second from left) and Rudolf Hess (center) present the stiff-arm salute. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Joseph Goebbels delivers a speech in Berlin on August 25, 1934. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Surrounded by the key men of Nazi Germany, Reichsfuehrer Adolf Hitler is shown as he saluted during the recent services on Heroes'
Memorial Day at the state opera theatre in Berlin, Germany on March 23, 1939. Second from left in front row is Dr. Joseph Goebbels, Minister
of Propaganda, beside him General Keitel; to the right of Keitel, second row, is Heinrich Himmler, chief of the Nazi secret police. Hitler is in
center in light uniform. (© Bettmann/CORBIS)

Serrano Suner, Fascist Spain’s Interior Minister, was the guest of Heinrich Himmler, chief of the German Gestapo and of the Elite Guards, in
Berlin in 1940. Photo shows from left to right: Heinrich Himmler, the Spanish Interior Minister Serrano Suner, the Spanish Ambassador in
Berlin, Generla Espinosa staff, SS Company Commander Wolff. (© Bettmann/CORBIS)

Rudolf Hess, the Fuhrer's representative, opens the Reichsparteitag der Arbeit (Reich Workers' Day) during the Nuremberg Rally in
Nuremberg, Germany on September 7, 1937. Seated in the front row (l. to r.) are: Reichsorganisationsleiter Dr Robert Ley (1890-1945),
Reichsschatzmeister Franz Xaver Schwarz (1875-1947), Reichsfuhrer SS and Chief of the German Police Heinrich Himmler (1900-45),
Stabschef Victor Lutze (1890-1943), Adolf Hitler, and Gauleiter Julius Streicher (1885-1946). (© Austrian Archives/CORBIS)

Adolph Hitler, Hermann Goering, and Heinrich Himmler stand with other Nazi leaders at a Nazi Party rally in Nuremberg, Germany.
(© CORBIS)

A Nazi Party rally takes place in Nuremberg, Germany in September 1934. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

German civilians salute to Nazi German stormtroopers in Nuremberg, Germany in September 1935. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

A Nazi Party rally takes place in Nuremberg, Germany on September 10, 1938. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Adolf Hitler walks off after his Eitreffen on the station's front guard of honor of the Leibstandarte in April 1938.
(Photo: German Federal Archives)

Berlin in 1936 during the Summer Olympics (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Nazi German soldiers take an oath of allegiance. (Photo: http://forum.boinaslava.net/showthread.php?t=5760)

Adolf Hitler reviews his troops at a train station.

The Nazi Iron Cross (left) and the Nazi eagle badge (right)

Joseph Goebbels and “Family Values” in Nazi Germany: Joseph Goebbels and children salute to the Fuhrer at a party on
December 23, 1937. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Nazi German propaganda posters

Adolf Hitler’s “gospel” Mein Kampf

The Hitler Youth – German children were required by the Nazi Party to worship the Fuhrer (Adolf Hitler).

INSIDE THE REICHSTAG

Adolf Hitler delivers a speech in the Reichstag on May 3, 1941. (Photo: German Federal Archives)
http://adolfhitlerbestpictures.blogspot.com/search/label/At%20Reichstag

Adolf Hitler delivers a speech in the Reichstag in Berlin on October 6, 1939. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Chancellor Adolf Hitler delivers a speech on the Enabling Act in the new Reichstag on March 23, 1933, right in the image of the government
bank. The Enabling Act was promulgated on March 24, 1933. (Photo: German Federal Archives)
http://adolfhitlerbestpictures.blogspot.com/search/label/At%20Reichstag

Adolf Hitler delivers a speech during the historic session in the Reichstag on September 1, 1939, following Nazi Germany’s invasion of Poland.
(Photo: German Federal Archives)

Adolf Hitler delivers a speech during the historic meeting of the Greater German Reichstag on December 11, 1941. On the government
benches from right to left: Reichsminister Joachim von Ribbentrop, Großadmiral Erich Raeder, Generalfeldmarschall Walther von Brauchitsch,
Generalfeldmarschall Wilhelm Keitel, Reichsminister Dr. Wilhelm Frick and Dr. Joseph Goebbels. Second row: Reichsminister Schwerin Graf
von Krosigk, Reichsminister Walter Funk, SS-Obergruppenführer Richard Walther Darré, Reichsminister Bernhard Rust, Reichsminister Hans
Kerrl, Governor Dr. Hans Frank, Reichsminister Dr. Julius Dorpmüller, SS-Obergruppenführer Dr. Arthur Seyss-Inquart and Reichsminister Dr.
Fritz Todt. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

HITLER TIE SEEN WITH CZECH JEWS; Organ of Austrian Heimwehr Reports
Direct Descent on His Mother's Side. FORBEARS' OF SAME NAME Woman
Who Left Czechoslovakia for Austria Declared a Sister of Chancellor's
Grandmother.
Wireless to THE NEW YORK TIMES. July 13, 1933
VIENNA, July 12 -- Frequent intimations and reports that Chancellor Hitler of Germany was connected with a Jewish
family of the same name culminated in a three-page story tonight in the Heimwehr organ, Oesterreichische Abendblatt,
claiming proof that Herr Hitler was directly descended on his mother's side from a Jewish family of that name in
Czechoslovakia.
Source: The New York Times

"Hitler accepts the ovation of the Reichstag after announcing the `peaceful' acquisition of Austria. It set the stage to annex the
Czechoslovakian Sudetenland, largely inhabited by a German-speaking population." Berlin, March 1938.
208-N-39843. (ww2_76.jpg) (Photo: National Archives)

Members of the National Socialist German Workers’ Party salute to Adolf Hitler in the Reichstag in Berlin, Germany.

Members of the Nazi Party salute in the Reichstag on July 19, 1940. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

ERNST “PUTZI” HANFSTAENGL: THE HARVARD NAZI

Adolf Hitler appears with Ernst “Putzi” Hanfstaengl (left) and sees eye to eye (right). Putzi was Hitler's press agent and piano
player. Putzi Hanfstaengl and Franklin D. Roosevelt were very close friends since their days at Harvard.

Adolf Hitler listens attentively as Putzi Hanfstaengl plays the Harvard football marches (left). Putzi Hanfstaengl admitted that he was in the
Palace of the Reichstag President across from the Reichstag itself when the Reichstag was on fire in 1933 (right).

Putzi Hanfstaengl works with his son Egon, a sergeant in the U.S. Army, as they advise President Franklin D. Roosevelt on how to “defeat” the
Nazis (left photo). Putzi Hanfstaengl serves as an advisor to President Roosevelt in Bush Hill on July 15, 1944 (right photo).

Putzi Hanfstaengl appears with Hjalmar Schacht (left) and English Nazi supporter Unity Mitford (right).

The Bormann Enigma
Monday, September 20, 1971
Time Magazine
Despite his penchant for secrecy, aliases and bulletproof cars, and his aversion to photographers and public appearances, his
notoriety as a superspy has always made General Reinhard Gehlen a controversial figure. As head of German military
intelligence on the Eastern Front during World War II, Gehlen so infuriated Hitler with his precise predictions of Soviet victories
that der Führer ordered him sent to an insane asylum. Instead, he fled to the Bavarian Alps, and later made a deal with the
invading Americans: 50 cases of secret data on the Red Army in return for U.S. financial and political backing for what became
Bonn's postwar espionage organization, the BND (Bundesnachrichtendienst). An obsessive antiCommunist, Gehlen helped plot
some of the crucial undercover moves of the cold war. But the shadowy chief of German intelligence was forced into retirement
at the age of 66 in 1968, partly because two of his aides were found to be Soviet double agents. Now Gehlen has again stirred up
a controversy—this time with his forthcoming memoirs, Der Dienst (The Service).
Hated and Feared. The book is said to have brought $175,000 for its serialization, starting last week in the West German
newspaper Die Welt, and over $500,000 has reportedly been bid by a group of book publishers led by the World Publishing Co.
in New York. Gehlen claims to have known about the Berlin Wall before it went up, to have been aware of plans for the Soviet
invasion of Czechoslovakia before it occurred, and to have correctly predicted the outbreak of the Arab-Israeli war of 1967.
Perhaps his most startling assertion is that missing Nazi War Criminal Martin Bormann was really a Soviet agent who died in the
Soviet Union less than three years ago.
A more shadowy figure than Gehlen himself, Reichsleiter (National Leader) Bormann rose from an obscure fund raiser for the
Nazi Party to become the second most powerful official of the Third Reich. The short, stocky Bormann was Secretary to the
Fuhrer, Director of the Party Chancellery, and one of the most hated and feared men in Hitler's Germany.
After he replaced Deputy Führer Rudolf Hess in 1941, he exercised virtual control over everyone Hitler saw and everything
Hitler read. As executor of Hitler's estate, he was the first to enter the room in the Führerbunker after Hitler's suicide. Turning
the government over to Grand Admiral Karl Dönitz, Bormann fled the bunker on the night of May 1, 1945, in an attempt to slip
through the tightening Soviet ring of tanks and troops only 300 yards away. Somewhere between the bunker and Friedrichstrasse
Station, Martin Bormann vanished.
Mountain Hideout. It is here that the mystery surrounding Bormann begins. At the 1945-46 Nuremberg trials, when Bormann
was sentenced to death in absentia for his war crimes, two men claimed that he died on the night of May 1 before reaching the
Friedrichstrasse Station. But his corpse was never found, and four weeks later his voice was reportedly heard over a secret radio
station in Stockholm, triggering rumors that have not yet ceased.
(2 of 3)
Since January 1946, there have been reports of sightings of Bormann from a dozen or more countries. In 1954 he was officially
declared dead by a West German court, but in 1964 the War Crimes Office in Frankfurt, obviously convinced he was still alive,
posted a $28,000 reward for Bormann's capture. Meanwhile, Nazi Hunter Simon Wiesenthal claimed in The Murderers Among
Us that Hitler's deputy had been smuggled out of Germany to South America by the Nazi underground escape organization.
Wiesenthal said that on several occasions Bormann was seen nightclubbing with "the Mad Doctor of Auschwitz," Josef
Mengele, who is now hiding in the jungles of Paraguay. Later, according to Wiesenthal, Bormann set up a colony of ex-Nazis in
Argentina near the mountain town of Bariloche, where he remains today at the age of 71, well protected by thugs and armed
guards.
High-level Leak. What, then, of Gehlen's allegations in Die Welt that Hitler's alter ego was a Soviet agent, rescued that fateful
night in 1945 by Red Army soldiers and whisked off to the U.S.S.R. to continue his anti-German work? It is an established fact
that there was a high-level leak of Nazi secrets to the Soviets. According to the first installment of Gehlen's memoirs, both he
and his Abwehr (Army counterintelligence) superior, Admiral Wilhelm Canaris. "came to the conviction that the Soviets must
have at their disposal a well-informed intelligence source at the top of the German leadership," and that this source was
Bormann. Gehlen says that he received two dependable reports in the 1950s that "Martin Bormann lived perfectly covered and
protected in the Soviet Union" after the war and later information that he had died there. But Gehlen's first installment provides
sparse proof for his allegations.
Hitler's successor, Admiral Dönitz, now 80, called the Gehlen theory "complete nonsense." Tass described it as a "fabrication"
aimed at disrupting attempts for an East-West détente in Europe. Certainly the manuscript, which contains a detailed analysis of

Soviet political and military goals for the next two decades and calls for a parallel buildup of Western military strength, can only
be welcomed by foes of Chancellor Willy Brandt's Ostpolitik. That would include Die Welt Owner Axel Springer, whose
criticism of the Brandt government borders on frenzy. Gehlen's memoirs could also be an overdramatized effort at selfjustification.
For all that, there is at least some support for Gehlen's astonishing thesis. A 1947 book called Who Killed Hitler? states:
"Russian intelligence reported Bormann under arrest, a prisoner of the Red Army in the Berlin area in early July 1945—two
months after Berlin's capture!" An International News Service story in 1950 quotes Wilhelm Hoettl, a Nazi secret service expert,
as saying that Bormann and other former German officials were running a bureau in the U.S.S.R. to "reorganize Germany, East
and West, along the lines of a people's democracy."
(3 of 3)
Cornelius Ryan, author of The Last Battle, said in a 1966 interview that a German general "told me he once had a secret meeting
with Hitler, with Bormann the only other man present. Hitler gave orders about a change in command on the Eastern Front.
Within two hours the Russian radio broadcast the names of the generals who would be replaced, who would take over, and
specific details on new strategy."
Skeptics and Questioners. Top Allied intelligence sources in Germany are skeptical. They wonder why Gehlen did not turn over
the information he had to the West German government, if he indeed had real evidence Bormann was a Soviet spy. The War
Crimes Office in Frankfurt has announced that once the book is published, it will call Gehlen in for questioning, particularly
since his intelligence agency was never able to unearth any clues to Bormann's whereabouts. Bonn officials are also studying the
possibility that Gehlen may have broken the law by not making evidence in his possession available to the government.
Source: http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,909987,00.html

Left photo: Walt Disney (left) appears with former Nazi German scientist Wernher von Braun. Wernher von Braun was a technical director for
Walt Disney's "man to the moon" movie.
Right photo: Top Nazis visit Peenemünde on May 26, 1943. Wernher von Braun is second from right and not wearing his SS uniform.

German soldiers roll out their V-1 rockets in 1944. (German Federal Archives)

Admiral Karl Dönitz observes the arrival of U-94 at St. Nazaire, France in June 1941. (Photo: German Federal Archives)

Minister President of Norway Vidkun Quisling (left) meets with Adolf Hitler, circa 1942-1945.

Left photo: Vidkun Quisling (center), the Minister President of Norway, visits Nazi SS chief Heinrich Himmler (left) and Albert
Viljam Hagelin (Secretary of State for the Home Office 1940-1944) in Berlin on February 14, 1942.
Right photo: Adolf Hitler visits Vidkun Quisling. (Source: http://ivarfjeld.wordpress.com/category/vatican-and-fascism/)

Left to right: Rudolf Hess, Heinrich Himmler, Herr Bouhler, Dr. Todt, and Reinhard Heydrich listen to an unidentified officer at a meeting held
on March 20, 1941. (German Federal Archive)

Adolf Hitler appears at the conference of Heeresgruppe Weichsel (Vistula) on March 3, 1945. From left to right : Generalleutnant
Wilhelm Berlin, Generalfeldmarschall Robert Ritter von Greim, Adolf Hitler, Generalmajor Franz Reuß, General der Flakartillerie Job
Odebrecht, General der Infanterie Theodor Busse and SS-Obergruppenführer Matthias Kleinheisterkamp (cropped).
(Photo: German Federal Archives) http://adolfhitlerbestpictures.blogspot.com/search/label/End%20of%20the%20Third%20Reich

